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OUR STAFF

Christmas in July
Sunday, July 25, 2021

HOLY COMMUNION
EVERLASTING LIGHT
A Setting of Holy Communion
for Advent and Christmas
_____________________
Hymn numbers (#) are taken from the Cranberry Worship Book (ELW), located in your pew.
*Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING

Pastor ....................................................................................... Rev. Jim Vitale
Parish Secretary ......................................................................... Sara Mattern
Organist................................................................................... Michelle Bixler
Treasurer .................................................................................. Greta Wagner
Financial Secretary .................................................................. Sharon Benner
Sexton and Groundskeeper ........................................................ Lisa Wagner

SERVING THIS MORNING
Assisting Minister ......................................................................Leslie Feehrer
Lector .......................................................................................... Isabel Vitale
Usher ...................................................................................... Howard Benner
Greeters ....................................................... Faye Plummer & Lana Plummer
Altar Flowers for Next Sunday ..................................... Jack & Sandi Kaufman
Altar Guild for July ....................................... Faye Plummer & Lana Plummer
Altar Guild for August ........................................................... Mike & Bev Frye
Councilperson in Charge for July ................................................ Jean Melton
Councilperson in Charge for August ........................................ Faye Plummer

Prelude
*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the God of light,
who shines in the darkness of sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
As we prepare to receive the Christ Child into our hearts, let us
confess our sins before God and one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
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PARISH CALENDAR
SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2021
9th Sunday after Pentecost
CHRISTMAS IN JULY!

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Holy Communion
MONDAY, JULY 26, 2021
9:00 a.m. Church Office open
TUESDAY, July 27, 2021
9:00 a.m. Church Office open
THURSDAY, July 29, 2021
Mid-Week Meditation
SATURDAY, July 31, 2021
Pastor Jim’s Vacation begins
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1
10th Sunday after Pentecost
ALWL Amy Shuck will be with us.
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LET US PRAY
We ask your prayers for all these persons listed below, as well as for all those in need.

•For families and friends of those who have recently died:
Kenneth Keister, William Wagner, Nick Hackenberg.
•For those hospitalized or with other immediate needs:
Dee Hockenberry, Tom Rigel, Shirley Schubert, Tom Dutrow, Corrine
(Teeny) Kline.
•For those homebound, in care centers, or being cared for by others:
From our Family of God at Beaver: Paul Lepley, Peg Shirey, Joan Snook.
Also: Nancy (Weisen) Schug, Elton Walter, Theresa Hicks.
•For those with ongoing needs:
Jackie Alters, Clinton Barnett, Stacy Boyer, Richard Bucher, Phyllis Coleman, Tim Everhart, Karen Ferrinjer, Donald Foltz, Patrick Fromm, Will
Folk, Galen Goss, Bruce Hassinger, Dee Hockenberry, Charles Hufnagle,
Ben Keiser, Guy Kerstetter John Krause, Justin Krouse,
Matt
Kwitorovich, Grace Lauver, Evelyn Lepley, Lois Martin, Tom Martin,
Shirley Pheasant, Kurt Reichenbach, Shirley Rheam, Craig Ritter, Larry
Sassaman, Terry Sassaman, Lindsey Shultz, David Ski, Noah Stetts, Irene
Sweigart, Sam Sweigart, Pat Will, Alan Wolfe, Brian Wrary, Crystal
Wray, Madeline Wray, Laurie Zechman, Austin Zimmerman, Hunter
Zondory, Chad, Donna, Gary, Jamie, Kathy and baby.
•For those with cancer:
Dawn Anspach, Marci Barlett, Dorothy Boyer, Thomas Burns, Mindy
Callendar, Nancy Coder, Gabby Deadman, Steve Drake, Betty Drumheller, Jennifer Ebright, Mary Ewing, Jerry Fike, James Hackenburg, John
Hollenbach Jr., Marcus Josey, Betsy Ann Klingler, Windy Kuntz, Audrey
Zerby Lickenwalner, Dave Middleswarth, Ben Moyer, Doug Moyer,
Shirley Schubert, Amber Shaw, Richard Shirey Jr., Sandie Snook, Rose
Snyder, Rhonda Straw, Galen Wagner, Sherryl Wagner, Deb Wannamaker.
•For those in the military and recent veterans:
Jaycen Goodling, Christopher Lepley, Jordan Lepley, Terry Romig, Emma
Shirey, Jake Thomas, Ty Wagner, Joseph Zerby.
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what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
On this Christmas, Christ comes to illuminate our darkness. By
grace you have been saved, and in the name of  Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may be born in your hearts
through faith.
Amen.

*Entrance Hymn

O Come, All Ye Faithful — #283

*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made Christmas shine with the brightness of
the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light
of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of
his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD
First Reading

Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based
on the birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s
king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in
God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!
A reading from Isaiah:
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Altar Flowers – The flowers this morning are presented by Carole Morgan to the Glory
of God and in honor of her grandchildren, JB and Alyssa. The altar flowers are a joyful
symbol of the resurrection of Christ.
Today is Christmas in July! While we typically only celebrate Christmas once-a-year,
the heart of Christmas is something we can celebrate every day. Christmas is all about
the incarnation, our God becoming a human being, coming to dwell with us in the
midst of our joys and sufferings. Today we remember God’s love in the form of a child
who came to save us all. So enjoy the festivities! And stay after for some fellowship and
Christmas cookies!
Pastor Jim’s Vacation — Pastor Jim and his family will be leaving on vacation Saturday,
July 31 and will be away until August 7. If you have a pastoral emergency during this
time, please contact Mindy Bartholemew at 570-742-7146.
Attention All Volunteers — If you work with children in this congregation (i.e. Sunday
School teachers), then you are required to complete background checks every three
years. All of our volunteers are due to submit updated background checks. The following are needed: Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Check; Pennsylvania Child
Abuse History Clearance; Beaver Lutheran Church Disclosure Statement. Disclosure
statements and instructions for these forms are located on the table in the narthex.
You are welcome to complete these forms at home. If you need assistance completing
these forms, please contact Pastor Jim.

Applications Now Available — Applications for All Saints Fund requests, as well as Academic Loans are now posted on the bulletin board outside the church office. Deadline
for both is September 1.
Band Concert — The Penn Central Wind Band will hold a concert Friday, July 30 at 7
p.m. on the patio of the Weis Center at Bucknell University in Lewisburg. The program
will consist of patriotic band music. Admission is free. Please bring a lawn chair. Please
see Michelle Bixler if you have any questions.
WGRC Fan Appreciation Day — Radio Station WGRC Fan Appreciation Day will be held
Friday, July 30 at Christ Wesleyan Church, 363 Stamm Rd., Milton. Gates will open at 4
p.m. for a 5 p.m. kickoff. At 5:15 will be Get Real Singing Winners; Mestach Trio will
perform at 6:00; Danelle Cressinger Band at 7 p.m.; and the featured band CAIN will
take the stage at 8 p.m. They are known for their current hit, “Rise Up (Lazarus)”.
Altar Flowers — If you would like to place flowers in the church, the next opportunity is
August 29. Cost is $50. Please contact the secretary if you are interested.
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Psalm 96
All sing the Refrain together where indicated (R).

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Worship! We’re so glad you’re here. We gather to encounter Jesus; to
praise God for all that God has done for us; to experience forgiveness and mercy; and
to proclaim God’s love for all of creation. A few notes for you: restrooms are located
on the left in the education wing. Children are always welcome in worship — never
feel self-conscious of their chirps, cries, and loud whispers. If, however, you feel you
need to step out of worship, feel free to take your child to the nursery, which is located a ross from the restrooms in the education wing. We are no longer practicing mandatory social distancing, however, if you have not yet been vaccinated against coronavirus, we encourage you to wear a mask (masks are available in the narthex). If you
have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask!
A Note about Communion — First of all: everyone who desires is welcome to partake
of the Lord’s Supper. Simply come forward and receive God’s grace in bread and wine.
An usher will invite you forward. We will commune in a single file line. Take a cup from
the tray at the front of the sanctuary, receive bread from the pastor, and wine from
the assisting minister. After you have eaten and drank, you can return to your pew to
sing, pray, or rest.
Livestream – You can join us for worship as always on YouTube Live. To watch on
YouTube, simply use this link which will bring you to our YouTube channel: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UC_nvcLBmC3TpwvM3NNKbulA then you can select the
Live Sunday Worship video. (Remember to subscribe to our channel so you can get
updates on new videos!)
Midweek Meditation with Pr. Jim – Sundays are a wonderful time to recenter ourselves on God, but when Monday comes, all our various responsibilities and anxieties
so often push God back to the sidelines. You are invited to join Pr. Jim on Thursdays on
YouTube for a time of recentering with scripture and prayer. These prerecorded videos
will be posted by noon each Thursday and you can watch them at your leisure. You can
find them here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/ UC_nvcLBmC3TpwvM3NNK bulA (Remember to subscribe to our channel so you can get updates on new videos!)
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Sing to the Lord| a new song;
sing to the Lord, | all the earth.
2
Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord;
proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day.
3
Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.
4
For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared | than all gods. R
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens.
6
Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.
7
Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power.
8
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord. R
9
Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness;
tremble before the Lord, | all the earth.
10
Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be
moved will judge the peo- | ples with equity.”
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful
and all that | is therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your
com- | ing, O Lord,
for you come to | judge the earth.
13
You will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peoples | with your truth. R
5

*Gospel Acclamation

Joy to the Word — #267

*Gospel

Luke 2:1-20

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the
“good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that
all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All
went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
6
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
6

In the name of God,  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
lights are dimmed and individual candles are lit.
Please do not tip your lit candle when sharing light with others.
Tip only the unlit candle.

*Sending Song

Silent Night, Holy Night — #281

As the lights are turned on, you may blow out your candle.

*Dismissal
Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Christ is born!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Please join us following the worship service
for fellowship and Christmas cookies!

EVERLASTING LIGHT: All liturgical texts were written and/or adapted by David Eck, copyright ©2011. The words to the “Kyrie,” “Glory to God,” “Holy,
Holy, Holy” and “Lamb of God” were written and/or adapted by David Eck, copyright ©2011. All tunes are traditional carols and traditional arrangements
with no copyright restrictions.
Portions of the liturgy copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS103719. Psalm Refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for local
use only. Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

11

them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Lamb of God

Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

Rev. Jim Vitale
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing — #270

*Apostles’ Creed
Away in a Manger
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

#278
#276

*Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Prayer After Communion
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of
that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us
forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness
of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
*Benediction
Be not afraid, but receive these glad tidings of great joy:
We who have walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
we who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on us light has beamed!
On this Christmas,
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
May the Lord look upon you with favor,
and give you peace.
10

With the whole church, let us confess our faith, using the
Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*The Prayers
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.
Hear us, O God.
Response: Your mercy is great.

*The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
7

MEAL
Offertory
*Presentation of the Gifts

In the Bleak Midwinter — #294
verse 3

*Offering Prayer
Let us pray,
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of
your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience
and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of
your Son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places offer our thanks and praise to you,…
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

Communion
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
8

All those who hear our Lord’s invitation are welcome to receive the
sacrament. An usher will dismiss each pew. Make a line in the center aisle
to receive the bread first with an open hand and eat, and then the wine.
Individual cups are provided. Please return to your pew by the side aisle.
If you choose not to commune, you may come forward with folded
hands to receive a blessing, or you may remain in your pew and pray.
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