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COMMENTARY 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
Grace and peace to you from God our father and the Lord Jesus who is the Christ.  

With a very heavy heart I write to you today to tell you that I have made the decision 
to transition away from congregational ministry. Starting in September, I will be return-
ing to school to pursue a masters degree in Marriage and Family Therapy. This decision 
does not come easily; and it comes after many years of discernment and conversation 
with a great many faithful people. Let me elaborate. 

Ever since I arrived at Luther Seminary almost ten years ago, I have felt, deep in my 
spirit, a question: is this what God is truly calling me to do? I have wrestled with that question for the last decade, 
wondering if congregational ministry is my calling. I love preaching and teaching, sharing the sacraments with you 
and visiting with you in your homes and your hospital beds. And I have also felt this pull toward something else, but 
I did not know what it could be.  

The pandemic, for all it’s pain and problems, afforded me the opportunity to do some soul searching. Through con-
versations with Isabel, my therapist, my spiritual director, my family, the bishop, and my colleagues, I came to feel 
God calling me toward work as a Marriage and Family Therapist. And then Isabel and I discovered Ezra’s struggles 
as a highly sensitive child. In order to help Ezra better, we stepped into a twelve-week intensive course. We spent 
those weeks learning all about our and Ezra’s mental health. That course, in addition to helping us become better 
parents, further confirmed in my spirit God’s call to marriage and family therapy.  

We are in the middle of a mental health crisis. Anxiety and depression are at record levels, particularly among 
young people. Drug overdoses have reached record highs. And the pandemic has caused a lot of loneliness and 
heartbreak. We need therapists to help shepherd people through these difficult times, and I feel that this is what 
God is calling me to do. 

As I have been discerning all this, Isabel has also been discerning her own calling. Last year she began working part-
time for a small, local insurance agency. She has flourished in that work and come to love it. And she’s really good 
at it too! She recently applied to and was offered a copywriter position for her employer’s parent company, which 
is located in Harrisburg. My schooling will be part-time and online, but will require some in-person clinical work in 
Myerstown. For this reason, we have made the decision to move to Harrisburg. We have purchased a small house 
in uptown and identified a school that we believe will be extremely helpful for Ezra as he continues to learn how to 
live as a highly sensitive child.  

I do not know what God intends for my family’s future; but for now, I will continue to serve as a rostered leader in 
the Upper Susquehanna Synod. I have been offered a part-time, remote position at Camp Mount Luther serving as 
Outreach Director (marketing, communications, etc.). Once I have graduated from my program, I will most likely 
transition to being a full-time therapist.  

I know this news will come as a surprise to many of you. Isabel and I have not arrived at this conclusion lightly. For 
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Pentecost and 
Confirmation 
On Sunday, June 5, Pente-
cost, three of our youth will 
make public affirmation 
their baptisms. Landen 
Thomas, Ariel Boyer, and 
Autumn Sassaman will con-
firm their faith before the 
saints of Beaver Lutheran 
Church. Landen, Ariel, and 
Autumn are hard at work 
preparing personal state-
ments of faith which will be 
printed in the bulletin on 
the day of Pentecost. Please 
offer your congratulations 
to our three confirmands!  

Wear Red 
Sunday, June 5 is Pentecost! 
As is our custom, please join 
in the celebration by wear-
ing red that day! A small 
reception will be held fol-
lowing the service for three 
of our youth who will be 
confirmed that day. 

Geraniums 
We are looking for dona-
tions of red geraniums to 
decorate the sanctuary on 
June 5 which is Pentecost. 
The flowers will be planted 
around the church at a later 
date. Please try to bring 
your flowers to church by 9 
a.m. 

however excited we might be about these new things, our hearts are equally bro-
ken over the prospect of leaving Beaver Lutheran Church. While I do believe that 
God is calling me now to be a marriage and family therapist, I am also convinced 
that God called me to this place for this time. It was not by accident that I ended 
up here; it was nothing short of the work of God that we were brought together. I 
would not trade my time with you for anything.  

You are such a blessing to our lives; and we are filled with gratitude for you all. You 
have welcomed us as one of your family and taken such good care of us. You cele-
brated with us when Benjamin was born and baptized. You prayed for us when he 
was in the hospital. You gave us space and time when we needed to focus on Ez-
ra’s mental health. You have opened yourselves up and shared so much with us: 
your laughter, your tears, your struggles, your joys, your faith. We cannot thank 
you enough.  

There’s a funny thing about pastoral ministry: often times I go to minister to some-
one in their hospital bed or their home and I end up walking away feeling like I was 
the one who was ministered to. A dying man will offer me sage advice. A sorrowing 
woman will give me courage. And so it is with you, brothers and sisters. I came 
here to minister to you, and yet I leave here feeling as though I am the one who 
was ministered to. Thank you. 

My final Sunday will be June 19th. I will then take two weeks “vacation” to move all 
of our stuff down to Harrisburg before beginning work with Camp Mount Luther.  

I will not say “good bye” because, really, there are no true goodbyes among the 
children of God. Instead, I will offer you this blessing from Paul: "For this reason I 
bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that 
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and 
grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love 
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abun-
dantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

Yours in Christ,     

 

 

 

Jim 
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Dear Congregation, 

On Sunday, June 12 at 10:15am we will have a congregational meeting to ap-
prove the installation of the new air conditioning units for the sanctuary. The air 
conditioners cost $30,000 and were installed in early May. Normally, we would 
seek congregational approval for such a large project before accepting the con-
tract; however, with drastic fluctuations in the economy, we needed to make a 
decision quickly. In the interest of transparency, we notified the congregation in 
April that we were moving forward with this project and asked anyone who ob-
jected to make their concerns known. Since no concerns were brought forward, 
the All Saints Fund committee issued a check to MGM Mechanical.  

Even though the work has already been completed, it is still important that we, 
as a congregation, place our seal of approval upon this project and take owner-
ship for it, hence our congregational meeting on June 12 to formally approve 
the project. 

I want to thank Joe Feehrer for his hard work in collecting bids and overseeing 
the installation of the AC units. Thanks to everyone else who had a hand in mak-
ing this happen. I’m sure we will all appreciate the cool sanctuary come July!  

If you have any questions, you may reach out to Pr. Jim or council president Joe 
Feehrer.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Rev. Jim Vitale 
On behalf of the church council and All Saints Fund committee  

Beaver Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

God’s work. Our hands. 

Welcome Dixie & John! 

On Sunday, May 22 we welcomed two 
new members to our congregation! John 
and Dixie Kreamer come to us from Em-
manuel Lutheran Church in Middleburg 
and have been worshipping with us for 
many months. We give thanks that they 
have chosen Beaver to be their new 
church home. Dixie & John Kreamer 

Council to be  
Installed June 12 
The 2022 Church Council will 
be installed Sunday, June 12 
during worship. Councilmem-
bers include: Joe Feehrer, 
president; Bobbi Leister, vice-
president; Sara Mattern, sec-
retary; Faye Plummer, Howard 
Benner, Albert Bickhart, Chloe 
Wagner, Bryon Beaver, and 
Greta Wagner, treasurer and 
non-voting member. 

Please keep the councilmem-
bers in your prayers as they 
serve this congregation. 

Large Print 

Bulletins 
If you feel you may benefit 
from a large print bulletin, 
they are now available. Please 
ask a greeter each Sunday 
morning. At the end of the 
service, please place the bulle-
tin cover on the table at the 
back of the sanctuary. If you 
would like, you may remove 
the bulletin to take home. 

Office Schedule 

The Church Office will be 
closed on Monday, May 30 in 
celebration of Memorial Day. 
The Fourth of July is also a 
Monday. And, again, the office 
will be closed. Have fun, but 
stay safe! Happy Summer! 
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EGG-citing Day! 
Welcome back Easter Bunny!! Following a bit of a break due to COVID, the Easter Bunny 
found his way back to Beaver Lutheran Church Saturday, April 16. 

As is also the tradition at Beaver, the weather held off so the kiddos could 
enjoy the hunt outside. We want to thank those that donated candy for the 
egg hunt. 

Holy Week and Easter 2022 

Joining together with our brothers and sisters in Christ from 
Messiah Lutheran Church in Troxelville, the two congregations 
met at Messiah for Maundy Thursday services and Beaver for 
Good Friday services.  
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Welcome Rin, Child of God! 

Rin Carter Sassaman, son of Skyler 

Sassaman and Gabby Briggs, was 

baptized Saturday, April 23. Mem-

bers of the congregation were invit-

ed to witness the event. Refresh-

ments were served following the 

baptism. 

Camp Mt. Luther Sunday 
Camp Mount Luther Director Chad Hershberger joined us Sunday, May 1 as 
our preacher and to give us information on attending Camp Mount Luther 
this summer. Chad assisted with the worship service and also gave the chil-
dren’s sermon. Following worship there were s’mores around the firepit at 
the pavilion for anyone that wished to enjoy a taste of summer! 

Heading to Camp 
Six of our youngsters are 
attending Camp Mount Lu-
ther this summer. Cyrus Bick-
hart will be attending the 
week of June 20. Penny Plum-
mer will be going June 26 to 
July 1. Laurabelle Zerby and 
Chloe and Avery Fegley will 
be attending the week of July 
17. Oliver Zerby will be head-
ing to camp July 17, 18 and 
19; and Katie Plummer will be 
at camp July 17 through the 
22nd. 

Please keep these kiddos 
(and their parents) in your 
prayers while they are away, 
and at all times. 

Chad Hershberger 
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Buds & Grub (but not Suds), 

make a return to Beaver 
The Youth Group brought back one of its best fundraisers on May 7, “Suds, Buds & Grub”, alt-
hough there was too much rain for “suds”. A car wash is being planned for another date. 

The “buds and grub” were quite a hit with a steady stream of folks arriving to pick up a beautiful 
planter or hanging basket for Mother’s Day, and a whoopie pie or two. 

We would like to thank everyone for helping out, especially Melody Folk of Hilly Springs Flower 
Farm for providing the planters and hanging baskets. 

Con-GRAD-ulations! 
Morgan Stone 
Morgan Stone graduated from Millersville University in December 2021. She is currently 
teaching in the Lancaster/York area. Morgan is the daughter of Eric and Cathy Stone and 
granddaughter of Jack and Sandi Kaufman. Congratulations Morgan! 

 

 

 

Michaela Wagner 
Michaela Wagner will be graduating in July from the Royal Northern College of Music in 
Manchester, England. She will have earned a masters degree in Music: Vocal Performance 
and Opera Studies. She will then be working at Buxton Opera House in Buxton, England, as 
an intern during the month of July. Michaela is the daughter of Rob and Tammie Wagner 
and granddaughter of Dallas and Betsy Ann Klingler. We are proud of you, Michaela! 
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Alyssa Bennage 
Alyssa Bennage, daughter of Lisa and Rick Bennage of West Milton, and granddaughter of 
Carole Morgan, is a 2022 graduate of 21st Century Cyber Charter School. Alyssa plans to fur-
ther her education and become an LPN. Best of luck, Alyssa! 

 

 

 

Amelia Benner 
Amelia Benner, daughter of Gabrielle and Andrew Benner of McClure, graduated May 18 
from St. John’s Pre-K in Belleville. Amelia is the granddaughter of Deanna and Howard 
Benner III, and great-granddaughter of Sharon and Howard Benner Jr. 

 

 

Brenna Benner 
Brenna Benner, daughter of Curtis and Jola Benner of Selinsgrove, graduated from Sus-
quehanna Valley Pre-K on May 19. Brenna is the granddaughter of Deanna and Howard 
Benner III and great-granddaughter of Sharon and Howard Benner Jr. 

 

 

Jordan Lepley 
Jordan Lepley, son of David and Vicki Miller and Scott and Beth Lepley of Mechanicsburg, 
and grandson of Erman and Evelyn Lepley, graduated magna cum laude from Messiah Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition and Dietetics. He has been accepted 
into the Army-Baylor Master’s Program in Nutrition in San Antonio, Texas. Congratula-
tions! 

 

Andrew Zerby 
Andrew Zerby, son of Chuck and Melissa Zerby, has graduated from Penn State Law 
School receiving his Juris Doctor (JD). He has accepted a position with the Pennsylvania 
Office of Consumer Advocate. Andrew is the grandson of Isabel Zerby. Congratulations on 
your accomplishment, Andrew! 

 

 

Caroline Zerby 
Caroline Zerby is a 2022 graduate of Midd West High School. She is the daughter of Chuck 
and Melissa Zerby and granddaughter of Isabel Zerby. While at Midd West she was in the 
National Honor Society, was FFA Chapter president, a member of the Vocal Ensemble, A 
Cappella, and played golf and softball. Caroline will be attending Penn State University at 
University Park majoring in Biological Engineering. Best of luck at Penn State Caroline! 
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With  
Sympathy … 
We extend our deepest sympa-
thy to Jean Melton and family. 
Jean’s daughter, Deborah “Deb” 
Wannamaker, passed away May 
18 after a long and courageous battle with cancer.  

She is survived, in addition to her mother, by her 
husband Jason and children Elizabeth and 
Matthew; a stepdaughter Alicia; and siblings 
George and Becky.  

We also send our sympathies to Carol and Dave 
Voss. Their brother-in-law, Earl Brosius, passed 
away last week as well. 

Through his death on the cross Jesus joins us in all 
our sufferings. Know that Christ’s loving arms are 
wrapped tightly around you, and your brothers 
and sisters in Christ hold you in prayer during this 
difficult time. 

Synod 
Assembly 

On Friday, June 17 and Saturday, June 18 the Up-
per Susquehanna Synod will gather at Susquehan-
na University for this year’s Synod Assembly. This 
year’s gathering is particularly important for a 
couple reason. Firstly, it is the first in-person as-
sembly in two years and the members of the syn-
od are looking forward to being in each other’s 
presence. Secondly, this year we will be electing a 
new bishop. Bishop Barbara Collins has decided 
not to stand for reelection. We thank her for her 
six years of leadership, guidance, and prayer. And 
we look forward to learning who our new bishop 
will be! Pr. Jim, Howard Benner, and Sharon Ben-
ner will be in attendance for Synod Assembly this 
year and will cast their votes on behalf of our con-
gregation.  

Dates 
Available 
There are several Sundays 

open for those of you who would like to place 
flowers in the church in memory of someone, or 
in celebration of something. The first available 
date is July 24. The Altar Flower chart is located in 
the narthex. 

Silver 
Sneakers  
During the months of June, July, and August, the 
Middle Creek Area Community Center will be 
hosting its Silver Sneakers program for seniors 
here at Beaver Lutheran Church while the MACC’s 
gym floor gets refinished. All seniors are invited 
to stop by on Tuesdays and Thursdays to exercise. 
Seniors will gather in the fellowship hall. 

St. Nicholas Choir 
looking for members 

The tiny but mighty St. 
Nicholas Choir sang dur-
ing the May 22 worship 
service. Aleah Shultz and 
Cyrus Bickhart sang “We 
Are Marching in the Light 
of God!” and asked the 
congregation to join 
them. The kids were di-
rected by Leslie Feehrer. 

Rehearsals for next sea-
son will begin in the fall. 

Director Leslie Feehrer, Aleah 

Shultz and Cyrus Bickhart sing 

during worship service May 22. 


