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COMMENTARY
The Christian life is all
about the in-between
If you read through the New Testament, you get a sense that we live between the tension of “now” and “not yet.” Some places Jesus suggests
that the Kingdom of God is here. Other places he seems to intimate that
the Kingdom is still yet to come. Some places we read that sin has been
completely defeated. Other places we get the sense the battle is still being
fought. Upon reading the scriptures, Martin Luther maintained that we are
simultaneously justified and sinful (saint and sinner). This does not mean
that sometimes we’re holy and sometimes we’re sinful; he states very
strongly that we are always, all the time, both.
It can be dizzying to read through the scriptures and hear these seemingly conflicting ideas. Which is
it? Are we saved now or is that something that will happen later? Are we sanctified now or is that
something that will happen later? Are we new creations now or is that something that will happen later? The mystery is that it is somehow both.
St. Peter opens his first letter writing, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead…” (1 Peter 1:3) Peter talks about the wonderful effect Jesus’ resurrection has on us. He
writes that we have been given a “new birth,” something that is real and true here and now in the
present. He then says that we have been born into a “living hope.” Hope is faith for the future. You
can’t hope for something that has already happened. You can only hope for something that is yet to
come.
Peter believes that Jesus’ resurrection brings us into a tension of “now” and “not yet.” As Christians,
we believe that we are, in many ways, living a resurrected life already. Titus 3:5 reads, “he saved us,
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the
water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” Luther interpreted this to be a reference to our baptism. In baptism, we are given a bath of new birth as a gift of the Holy Spirit: our old sinful self is
drowned and a new, righteous person is born (see also Romans 6:4). But anyone who has been baptized knows that we don’t actually stop sinning just because we’ve been baptized.
And so we also hope for a future resurrection from the dead when sin and death will be no more. Paul
Continued on page 2.
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Prayer Room
The Worship and Music
Committee will be preparing a Prayer Room once
again. It will be located in
the first Sunday School
room on the right. This
room will be set aside for
you to be in communion
with God through prayer,
meditation, confession and
reflection. Please feel free
to come and light a candle,
write a prayer and place it
on the Prayer Wall, read a
passage from the Bible or
simply sit and “be still.”
The Prayer Room will be
accessible daily for the
duration of Holy Week. If
you have business within
the church while the Prayer Room is in operation,
please keep silent.

says that anyone who is
in Christ is a new creation right here and now
(2 Corinthians 5:17). But
we don’t always feel it
or act like it. And so we
also look forward to a
day when we will experience that new creation fully. We may be
living resurrected lives
right now, but we don’t
always feel it or act like
it. So we look forward
to a day when we will
experience that resurrection fully. We are
told that the Kingdom
The Resurrection — William Blake (1757-1827)
of God is already here,
but we don’t always
feel it or act like it. So
we look forward to a day when we will experience that Kingdom more
fully.
Jesus’ resurrection has brought us into the in-between time, the “now”
and “not yet.” We are living in a foretaste of what is to come at the end
of days, when God will finally descend to dwell with us forever in the resurrection (Rev. 21:2).

Easter Flowers
If you were unable to
place your order for Easter
flowers
through
the
church, please feel free to
bring in your own. If this is
your desire, please notify
the church secretary no
later than April 10. You will
need to inform her whether the plant is to be placed
in loving memory of someone, in honor of someone,
or to the Glory of God.
Your flowers should be at
the church by 1 p.m. Saturday, April 16.
Please make sure you
mark the plant with your
name.
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So, this Easter, may you be blessed with the new birth that comes from
Jesus’ resurrection. May you feel deep down in your bones that you are a
new creation in Christ. And may you be blessed with the living hope of
God’s Kingdom finally come.
Yours in Christ,

Holy Week & Easter
You are invited to worship with us during Holy Week as we journey with Jesus from death into life. Holy
Week will begin with an outdoor Palm Sunday worship service at 10:15am (weather permitting).
Then, on Wednesday, we will gather for soup and bread at 6pm followed by a Stations of the Cross service at 7pm. The stations of the cross service is an old worship form that first began sometime back in
the 1600s, but has its origins much farther back with pilgrims who made their journey to the Holy Land.
A pilgrim is a person who makes a religious journey, or "pilgrimage" to a holy site. As they walked the
road to Jerusalem, pilgrims would ponder Jesus' own walk up the road to Calvary. Eventually stations
were erected along the route to Jerusalem at which pilgrims could stop and pray. Each station represented another event in Jesus' passion. In 1686, stations started to be placed within church walls so that
people could take a "mini pilgrimage" without having to actually travel all the way to Jerusalem. Our stations of the cross service will take us around our sanctuary and give us time to pray and meditate on the
fourteen stations of Christ's passion.
On Thursday night at 7pm we will join our brothers and sisters at Messiah Lutheran Church in Troxelville
for Maundy Thursday worship. This will be a service of Holy Communion co-led by Pr. Matthew and Pr.
Jim.

Good Friday will find us back here at Beaver Lutheran once again worshipping alongside our brothers
and sisters from Messiah. Our worship that evening will be a tenebrae service. Tenebrae is Latin for
"darkness." During this service, as we read the story of Christ's passion, we will slowly extinguish candles, symbolizing the darkness that comes with Christ's death. At the end of the service, the altar is
stripped of its vestments, just as Christ was stripped of his clothing. Once the altar is stripped, there is a
loud noise, or a "strepitus," which signifies the earthquake that took place and the agony of all creation
at Christ's death.
Our Holy Week services conclude with Easter worship on Sunday at 10:30am. Note that this service is fifteen minutes later than usual. This Easter worship service will be a celebration of the resurrection, of Jesus' triumph over death, and our hope for life everlasting.
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Easter Egg Hunt
Returns!
After a two-year Covid-19 related hiatus, the Beaver Lutheran
Church Easter Egg Hunt returns!
The Easter Bunny will make an early appearance and scatter
some colorful eggs around the grounds of the church on Saturday, April 16. The hunt begins at 1:00 p.m. Bring your favorite
Scenes from our 2019 Egg Hunt.
youngsters and enjoy an afternoon of old-fashioned fun followed by
light refreshments. If it is rainy, the hunt will be held inside.

If you wish to donate candy for the hunt, please have your donations to the church by Palm Sunday, April
10.
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What a wonderful gift!
Our dear brother and sister in Christ, George and Mitzi Saylor, gifted
the church with a 100-year-old Winter & Company Musette baby grand
piano before permanently moving to their Florida home last fall. Two
rows of pews were removed to make room for this beautiful instrument.

Since that time, it has gone through several tunings, had a half-stick
installed so that it doesn’t open quite as much, and a climate control
system added to help keep it in tune.
Michaela Wagner played it for the congregation for the first time on Christmas Eve. However, it still needed a few more tunings for it to shine. It is now ready and will be used whenever possible.
Again, we wish to thank George and Mitzi for their generous gift and hope they get to hear it while viewing our livesteams on YouTube!

New Council
A meeting of the Beaver Lutheran Congregation
took place Sunday, March 20 prior to worship.
At this meeting, two new members of Church
Council were agreed upon and two current
members agreed to stay for another term. Our
new representatives to Council are Chloe Wagner and Bryon Beaver. Joe Feehrer and Albert
Bickhart both agreed to remain for another
term.
At the meeting Carole Morgan agreed to join
the All Saints Fund Committee, while Howard
and Sharon Benner agreed to remain as our representatives to Synod Assembly.
The 2021 Bulletin of Reports was also accepted
at this meeting. If you would like to see a copy
of the 2021 Report, copies are available at the
church.

Altar
Flowers

The next available date to provide flowers
for the altar is July 10.
Cost to have the church provide the flowers
through Graci’s in Selinsgrove is $50. If you
prefer to bring your own flowers, you may do
so. Please indicate your desire on the Altar
Flower Chart which is located in the narthex
of the church. You may also call the church
office at 570-658-2001.
Other dates available are: July 24 and 31; Aug.
14 and 28; Sept. 4 and 25; Oct. 2; Nov. 13 and
27; and Dec. 4 and 18.
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Wedding Bells Ring!
Adrianne Gesselman and Logan Hackenberg were united in marriage on Saturday, December 11, with Pastor Jim Vitale
officiating.
Adrianne is the daughter of Todd and
Nicole Gesselman and granddaughter of
Tom and Teresa Hoffman. They have a
daughter, Hadley Ann.

The happy family resides in Lewisburg.

And baby
makes four!
Travis “Spark” and Abby (Gesselman) Portzline welcomed a
daughter, Callie Jean, into the world December 22. Callie was
8 pounds, 8 ounces at birth and was 18.5 inches long. She was
welcomed by a very happy big brother, Colt.
Callie is the granddaughter of Todd and Nicole Gesselman
and great-granddaughter of Tom and Teresa Hoffman.
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In Loving Memory
Margaret L. Shirey
‘Peg’
March 9, 1935 - December 11, 2021
We extend our deepest sympathy
to the family of Peg Shirey, her
daughters Cynthia Shaffer, Lisa
Shaw and Annette Schiever, her
ten grandchildren and seven greatgrandchildren, and families.
Clinging to the promise of the resurrection we look forward in hope
to day when we will be reunited
with Peg and all the saints gathered together around God’s
throne. Until that day, we will surely miss Peg and hold her memory in
our hearts.

Holy
Baptism
On Sunday, March 27, Chloe and
Avery Fegley, were baptized into
Christ! They are the daughters of
Matthew and Jessica Fegley and
granddaughters of Todd and Sherry
Fegley. Please congratulate them on
this wonderful moment. We offer
prayers for Chloe and Avery as they
deepen in their relationship with Jesus, and for their whole family as
they surround Chloe and Avery in
love and support.

Our Sympathies
We wish to extend our sympathies to
the family of Anthony “Tony” Bishop
who died December 11, 2021. Tony
was currently attending St. Paul’s Reformed Church in Beavertown, but
had been a member of Beaver for
many years.
We also extend our sympathy to Linda Sassaman, Jean Cory and Carol
Knepp. Their sister, Ethel Gearhart,
passed away in February.

In Memoriam:
Vince Meisinger, ALWL
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, the Upper Susquehanna Synod announces the death of Vince
Meisinger, Authorized Lay Worship
Leader, on March 12. Vince was with
us many times during the transition
between Pastor Nathan and Pastor
Jim. We send our sympathies to his
family.
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Advent and Christmas 2021
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