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COMMENTARY
Reformation and Innovation
Sunday, October 31st marks the 504th anniversary of the beginning of the
Reformation. On October 31st 1517, Martin Luther famously nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany. And while that was a
bold move, it was nothing compared to what followed. We often speak of Luther’s reformation breakthrough, his rediscovery of the truth of salvation by A printing press in Cranach’s print shop,
grace through faith rather than through works. But there was another refor- Wittenberg, Germany. Photo by Jim Vitale.
mation breakthrough that we don’t talk about as much in the church: the
breakthrough of technology.
Living 500 years ago, we don’t think of Luther as technologically advanced, but for his day, he was. Before the
year 1440, most books were written out by hand. Monks spent their lives copying and illustrating new editions of
the Bible with quill and ink. The task was arduous and expensive. There were a variety of reasons why most people
in those days could not read, but one of them was the rarity and scarcity of written literature. But as technology
started to develop, things started to change. Around the year 1440 (about forty years before Luther was even
born) a German goldsmith named Johannes Gutenberg invented a contraption called a printing press. Combing already existent technology into one machine, Gutenberg’s invention could print a whole page of text simply by
pressing an ink-covered template down onto a sheet of paper. The result doesn’t seem like much in 2021, but it
was revolutionary in 1440, and it changed everything. A monk might take a whole day just to copy a few pages
from the Bible—Gutenberg could do 240 pages an hour. The result was an easy-to-use, fast, and cheap way to print
books and pamphlets.
And Luther used this new technology to his advantage. He started writing at a furious pace, and he recruited
his friend Lucas Cranach to create lively and captivating illustrations. And then, using the printing press, Luther and
Cranach flooded the German countryside with Luther’s writings and Cranach’s pictures. It’s not a stretch to say that
without the printing press, Luther’s reformation likely would have failed. But it didn’t. Luther’s writings about salvation by grace through faith spread like wildfire—a captivating idea presented in a cheap, easy-to-produce, easy-toread format.
And the rest is history.
Why does all this matter in 2021? Because we’re living in the middle of another technological revolution. We
are living right now at the dawn of a digital age. Before that, we lived in the print age. Before the print age, we
lived in the age of the spoken word. When the printing press first arrived on the scene almost 600 years ago, many
were worried about its implications. People thought that relying on the printed word, rather than the spoken word,
would make people stupid. There was a lot of fear about this monumental new transition.
Does that sound familiar? Now as the print age seems to decline and as a new digital age emerges, there is a
lot of fear about new technology. Some of it is certainly warranted and not all new technology is good. But we in
the church have an opportunity to learn a lesson from Martin Luther. Instead of fearing new technology, we can
use it to our advantage.
Continued on next page.

Reformation and Innovation … continued from Page 1.

Thanksgiving
Eve Worship
Let’s gather together and give
thanks to God! On Wednesday, November 24th at 7pm
(the evening before Thanksgiving) we will gather in the sanctuary for a special Thanksgiving service. This is a chance for
our community to gather before the holiday and offer
praise to God and express
gratitude for our church community and all the blessings of
this life. We hope to see you
there!

In some ways, we already are! We livestream our services every Sunday, pushing our community and our message out to people who otherwise would not be
able to receive it. We just installed a new high definition sign to spread the good
news to the 12,000 folks that daily drive by our church. We post regularly to Facebook and YouTube. But we can do more—so much more—if we embrace this technological revolution and use its fruits wisely.
There’s a lot of talk today about innovation and frankly that word makes me
nervous. Innovation feels gimmicky to me and it can also seem disrespectful toward tradition. The thing about the reformation was that it was not an innovation.
Luther’s theology was not a new theology. He was rather seeking to recapture
something old, something traditional, something timeless. Luther did not invent
the idea of salvation by grace through faith. We read it in the letters of St. Paul and
the works of St. Augustine who far predate Martin Luther. Rather, Luther took
their old idea, their traditional idea, and found an innovative way to present it.
And that should be our goal, as well. When we use digital technology, we are
not doing so at the expense of the gospel or our traditions necessarily. Rather, we
are lifting up our important traditions (like reading scripture, baptism, the Lord’s
Supper, confession, prayer, charity) and presenting them to the world in innovative ways. New technologies like live-streaming, social media, digital signage, electronic donations, and even a screen in the sanctuary don’t have to be a threat;
they can actually be an asset—if we learn how to use them wisely.
So on this 504th anniversary of the Reformation, let’s reform and recapture
one of Luther’s greatest breakthroughs: that new technology can be our ally and
one of the best ways to spread the good news of Jesus Christ to the world!

Christmas
Worship
Schedule
Believe it or not, Christmas is
just around the corner!
Here is the schedule for
Christmas Worship:
●Outdoor Christmas Caroling
— Sunday, December 19th at
6:30pm
●Christmas Eve Worship —
Friday, December 24th at 7pm.
●Christmas I — Sunday, December 26th at 10:15am
●Lessons and Carols
(Christmas II) — Sunday, January 2 at 10:15am
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Soup & Bread and Holden
Evening Prayer Returns
Our simple meal of

soup and bread returns this Advent
Season at 6 p.m.
each
Wednesday
beginning December 1. Following the
meal we will gather in the sanctuary
for Holden Evening Prayer at 7 p.m.
A sign-up sheet for Soup and Bread
will be available soon.

Our Giving Tree, will be up at the end
of November. Once again, we will be
requesting gift cards or certificates
from local grocery stores. The certificates will then be given to patrons of
our monthly Pantry food giveaway.

Advent Calendars
Each year United Lutheran Seminary produces a short
daily Advent devotional. If you are interested in receiving
these Advent devotionals, please let Pr. Jim know and he
will get you one once they arrive.

Outdoor
Christmas
Caroling

Cookbooks
For Sale
The Women of the ELCA have cookbooks available
and the books would make an excellent gift. The
cookbooks are filled with wonderful recipes from
members of the congregation, past and present.
Cost is just $5. Please see Sara or Teresa if you are
interested.

Poinsettia Orders
Believe it or not, we are now taking orders
for poinsettias to grace our chancel this
Christmas Eve. For the next several weeks,
look for an order form that will be inserted
into your bulletin. Cost ranges from $5.95
for a 4-1/2” pixie plant containing four to
five blooms, to $41.95 for a huge quadruple
plant with 18 to 20 blooms in a 9 inch pot.
All sizes are available in white or red. You
may also add a decorative bow for an additional $1, and/or $3 for a wicker basket. Order deadline is Sunday, November 21.
There are poinsettia envelopes available in the narthex by the guest book.
As always, you may opt to bring in your own poinsettia. Please keep to the red or
white color and if possible, have the plant wrapped in gold foil.

Grab your big coats, boots,
hats and mittens, along
with your woolies! Plans are
being made to have an
evening of singing Christmas carols in the pavilion,
which will be beautifully
decorated for Christmas.
We had planned on having
part of our Christmas Eve
service there last year, but
heavy rains caused us to
cancel. Thinking the idea
was worth keeping, the
Worship and Music Committee has decided to try it
again.
The date has been set for
Sunday, December 19 at
6:30 p.m. Once we have
sung our fill of Christmas
carols, we will head inside
to fill our stomachs with
cookies and hot chocolate!

For questions, or if you would like to order, please contact the church office by
email: secretary.beaverlc@verizon.net or by calling 570-658-2001.
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LED Sign Up and Running
Our new LED church sign was installed at the end of September and began functioning October 1. Little by little we add to the messages going
out to the public traveling Route 522 of all the good things that God is
doing here at Beaver Lutheran Church. Middle Creek Signs oversaw the
installation. The sign is designed to reflect the architecture of our church.
The sign is a 3’11” by 7’4” double-sided 10mm LED display. The LED displays are on the cutting edge of sign technology and provide superior
quality as compared to a typical RGB model. The sign is fully managed
through an app and can be updated from anywhere. The sign is capable of
handling video and Optec (the company who produces the signs) has a
thousands of graphics to choose from in customizing our messages.
This new sign is not just a matter of convenience but a ministry opportunity. Through this sign we will be able to broadcast encouraging and meaningful messages to the 10,000+ people who pass by our church every day.
Pr. Jim is currently looking for volunteers to join a team in creating meaningful content for the sign. If you are interested in getting involved in this
new ministry, please reach out to Pr. Jim.
A special note of thanks to Rich Mattern who has spear-headed this project! As well as many thanks to everyone that
contributed toward the sign.

All Saints Sunday November 7
We will be remembering those close to our hearts who have gone to be with the
Choirs of Angels this past year on All Saints Sunday, November 7. If you have a member of your family or a dear friend that has passed away since last All Saints Day and
would like them remembered in prayer, please notify the office.

Clearances Are Due
All those working with children and youth in the congregation are required to undergo a series of
background checks every few years as per our child protection policy. Everyone is due to renew
their clearances. So far, only four people have submitted the necessary background checks. If you
wish to continue teaching children and youth, then you must submit proof of the necessary clearances to the church. If you need to know which clearances you need to submit, please contact Pr.
Jim at beaverlutheranpastor@gmail.com or 518-935-7409.
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Above: Bella Benner awaits her turn.
Right: Bella’s turn
has come, along
with her cousins
Ellie and Lola Nerhood.

Above: Pastor Jim blesses bassets
Sid, Sadie and Milly Mattern. Right:
Cooper Narehood is blessed.
Cooper is in training to be a service
animal.

Above,
young
Ezra checks to
see if there is a
change in Fishy
Fish after being
blessed.

Right: Leslie’s Meowser couldn’t
make it, so a picture did just fine!

Blessing of the Animals
Francis of Assisi composed the Canticle of the Sun (All Creatures, Worship God Most High)
shortly before his death. In it, God is praised through familial creation: brothers wind and
fire, sister water, and mother earth. The hymn commands each creature to find its voice,
praising God in their very beings. On Sunday, October 3, we celebrated Francis of Assisi and
his legacy by turning our attention to our beloved pets alongside the manifold creatures
who fill earth, sky and sea.
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Youth Group Raises
Funds for Gathering
The Youth Group has begun raising money to help with
the cost of attending the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. They were asked to provide the
concession stand at the Sue Nerhood Estate Sale. Despite
the wind and rain on October 16, the youth came out to
provide warm food and desserts to the die-hard sale
attendees.
There will be another Nerhood Estate Auction on October 30 and the Youth Group will be there as well. We wish to
thank the members of the church that baked wonderful goodies for the stand. We will also be needing baked goods for
the October 30 sale. We would like to thank Sue’s family for remembering our youth and asking them to have the food
stand.

These two
do NOT
look like
youth!
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Fall Fest and Chili
Cook-Off Make a Return!
After a year break due to Covid, Fall Fest made a return at a new location. Members of Beaver Lutheran Church traveled to the
beautiful West Beaver Township home of Lynn and Annette Kuhns nestled at the foot of Jack’s Mountain on Sunday, October 17.
The afternoon began with a hayride provided by Joe Mattern. Although the leaves we not quite reading for “peeping”, there were
plenty of God’s creatures to be seen, including some wild turkeys.
Once the wagon returned, folks were ready for some nice, hot chili and a good fire. Tammie Wagner won the chili cook-off and
was named Beaver’s Best, with Deanna Bickhart the runner-up.
A candy scramble was enjoyed by the younger ones while others enjoyed cornhole and fellowship by the fire. We with so thank
Lynn and Annette for sharing their beautiful property with us, and to Joe Mattern for his tractor driving skills.

Chili Winners: Tammie Wagner
and Deanna Bickhart
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Congratulations
Matthew and Merissa!
Matthew Keefer, son of Stacey and David Keefer of Monroe Township,
PA and grandson of Sharon and Howard Benner, married Merissa
Wright on Saturday, October 2 at the Woodlands Inn and Resort in
Wilkes-Barre. Pastor Jim performed the ceremony.
The couple currently resides in Tunkhannock with their fur-babies Blake
and Bear. They plan on taking a honeymoon in 2022 to see National
Parks in the western part of the United States.

Matthew & Merissa Keefer

Altar Flowers Still Available
There are only three Sundays available to place altar flowers. The first one coming up is November 21. The cost to place the flowers in November is $50. The price is set as the order has been
sent to the florist. Sundays available in December are December 5 and December 12. If you would like the church to
provide the flowers through Graci’s in Selinsgrove, the cost is $50. However, you may bring in your own flowers and
vase if you would like.
If you would like any of these Sundays, please use the chart located in the narthex, or contact the church office at: secretary.beaverlc@verizon.net or by phone 570-658-2001.

Happy Birthday, Joan!
Joan Snook celebrated a milestone birthday on October 1. Joan,
formerly of Beaver Springs and now residing at Grayson View in
Selinsgrove, was the guest of honor on Sunday, October 3 at a
birthday party held in our fellowship hall that was hosted by her
family.

Bryon Beaver wishes Joan
Snook a very happy birthday.

Joan’s church family wished her well following worship. If you did
not get a chance to wish Joan a very happy birthday, you may wish
to send her a belated birthday card. Her address is: Joan Snook, 29
Grayson View Court, Room 230, Selinsgrove, PA 17870-8347.
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