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COMMENTARY 

Deeper magic 

Every year for over thirty years my family has vacationed in Taughannock Falls State 
Park outside Ithaca, NY. Having lived in Massachusetts, New York, Minnesota, Berlin, 
and now Pennsylvania, in many ways Taughannock Falls State Park has been the one 
constant place of my life. For a week or two each summer, we rent a shabby cabin 
(four cots and a fridge, constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s), 
swim in Cayuga Lake, sit by the campfire, and walk the riverbed up to the 215’ tall 
Taughannock Falls. 

Taughannock is where I first felt, and continue to feel, my deepest connections to 
nature. Whenever I step in the sun-warmed waters of Taughannock Creek or watch 
the sun set over Cayuga Lake or walk the wooded trails around the park, I catch a 
sense of something old and deep and mysterious. Maybe it’s just my childhood imag-
ination resurfacing, reminding me of all the dragons and hobbits I encountered in 
those woods as a boy. 

Or maybe it’s what C. S. Lewis called the “deeper magic.” In his fantasy story The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, the lion Aslan knows of a deeper magic, one that 
can overcome the deep magic of the evil witch whose wintry magic has taken over 
the fantastic land of Narnia. The deeper magic is the creative force that brought the 
universe into existence and continues working to redeem and restore all of creation. In The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe, the deeper magic saves Narnia. In our world, we might simply call that deeper magic “God.”  

The deeper magic, that feeling that there is something bigger than ourselves, something mysterious and wonderful and 
maybe even dangerous, infuses all of creation. Sometimes we can sense it when we spend time out in creation. We 
modern folk have come to see creation as a resource to be exploited, as subservient to humanity. But the Bible says oth-
erwise. All creation, the trees and birds and rivers and mountains, plays an active roll in praising God (Isaiah 55:12) and 
even has a share in eternal life and redemption (Romans 8:21). That great lover of creation, St. Francis of Assisi, would 
even go on to claim that all the creatures of creation are our brothers and sisters because all creatures (whether animal, 
plant, rock, water, or fire) are children of God, created by God. To paraphrase theologian Richard Rohr, if God is in every-
thing, than everything is sacred. Creation therefore is not to be exploited, but protected like a sacred brother or sister. 

Creation has a lot to tell us about our Creator. Creation’s awesome beauty, its terrifying power, its delicate gentleness all 
teach us a little bit more about God. All creation reflects God and God is in all creation; that’s why we can sense God, 
that deeper magic, when we go for a walk in the woods.  

So here, in the midst of this hot summer weather, take some time to be out in nature. Whether you walk a trail, listen to 
the roar of a waterfall, sit by a lake, or gaze at the stars, spend some time in creation.  

Open your heart to the deeper magic.  

Canticle of Creation 
St. Francis of Assisi 

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God, 
to you belong praise, glory, 
honor and all blessing. 
Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation 
and especially for our Brother Sun, 
who brings us the day and the light; 
he is strong and shines magnificently. 
O Lord, we think of you when we look at him. 
Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon, 
and for the stars 
which you have set shining and lovely 
in the heavens. 
Be praised, my Lord, 
for our Brothers Wind and Air 
and every kind of weather 
by which you, Lord, 
uphold life in all your creatures. 
Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water, 
who is very useful to us, 
and humble and precious and pure. 
Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire, 
through whom you give us light in the darkness: 
he is bright and lively and strong. 
Be praised, my Lord, 
for Sister Earth, our Mother, 
who nourishes us and sustains us, 
bringing forth 
fruits and vegetables of many kinds 
and flowers of many colors. 
Be praised, my Lord, 
for those who forgive for love of you; 
and for those 
who bear sickness and weakness 
in peace and patience 
- you will grant them a crown. 
Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death, 
whom we must all face. 
I praise and bless you, Lord, 
and I give thanks to you, 
and I will serve you in all humility. 

Taughannock Falls State Park 
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Pastor Jim will be on vacation from August 26 until September 1. While the  pastor is 

away, if you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Rick White at 570-847-3113 

(pastorrickwhite@gmail.com). 

Our Sexton and Groundskeeper, Lisa Wagner, will also be on vacation from Sept. 6-13.  

Also note that the church office will be closed for Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 6. 

Vacations and Contact Information 

Rally Day & 

Church Picnic 
Please mark your calendars 

for Sunday, September 12! 

We will return to our normal 

Sunday schedule of 9 a.m. 

for Sunday School, followed 

by an acoustical worship 

service outside at 10:15. 

Stick around after worship 

for our Church Picnic. Hot 

dogs and hamburgers will 

be provided. Please bring a 

covered dish to share. A 

sign-up sheet is located in 

the narthex. 

Blessing of 

the Backpacks 
Attention kids of all ages 

and educators alike! Bring 

your backpacks to church 

on Sunday, September 5!  

We will ask God for his 

blessings on you as you 

begin a new school year. 

Coming Soon! 
Coming soon to Beaver Lutheran Church: a new 

digital sign to broadcast to Snyder County all the 
good things that God is doing here at Beaver Lu-
theran Church. Middle Creek Signs will oversee the 
installation. The sign will be placed out by 522 and 
is designed to reflect the architecture of our 
church. The sign is a 3’11” by 7’4” double-sided 
10mm LED display. The LED displays are on the cut-
ting edge of sign technology and provide superior 
quality as compared to a typical RGB model. The 
sign will be fully managed through an app and can 
be updated from anywhere. The sign is capable of 
handling video and Optec (the company who pro-
duces the signs) has a thousands of graphics to 
choose from in customizing our messages.  

This new sign is not just a matter of convenience but a ministry opportunity. Through 
this sign we will be able to broadcast encouraging and meaningful messages to the 
10,000+ people who pass by our church every day. Pr. Jim is currently looking for volun-
teers to join a team in creating meaningful content for the sign. If you are interested in 
getting involved in this new ministry, please reach out to Pr. Jim.  

A special note of thanks to Rich Mattern who has spear-headed this project! 

The sun sets on a clear evening over Cayuga Lake. This 

shot is taken from the south end of the lake, looking 

north. “The mighty one, God the LORD, speaks and 

summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its 

setting.” (Psalm 58:8). 
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Livestream and In-person Worship 

All-Saints 

Deadline 
The deadline to submit ap-

plications for funding from 

the All-Saints Endowment 

Fund is Wednesday, Sep-

tember 1, 2021. 

Applications can be found 

on the bulletin board out-

side of the church office, or 

on our website: 

www.beaverlutheranchurch

.org. 

Academic 

Loans 
If you are a member of Bea-

ver Lutheran Church and are 

continuing your education 

at a school of higher learn-

ing, an academic loan is 

available to you. 

Applications for this loan 

can be found on the bulletin 

board next to the church 

office.  

Deadline to submit your 

application is Wednesday, 

September 1, 2021. 

On June 27th we lifted all social distancing requirements from worship. 
Thanks to the whole congregation for your patience and understanding 
as we did our best to stop the spread of COVID in our congregation. It’s 
refreshing to see each other face-to-face, to sing in each other’s presence, 
and to receive communion at the altar.  

A silver-lining of this pandemic has been our live-streaming ministry, which has given 
those who normally could not join us for worship and chance to do so. Starting at the 
end of July, we transitioned to broadcasting our worship services solely through 
YouTube Live. If you are unable to attend worship in-person, you can always join us 
online through the following link: tinyurl.com/ezsvax6y . If you miss a Sunday service, all 

“All things of creation are children of the Father and thus brothers of man. … God 
wants us to help animals, if they need help. Every creature in distress has the same right 
to be protected.” This quote is attributed to St. Francis of Assisi, that great lover of all 
creation. St. Francis maintained that all creation enjoys the title of “children of God” and 
therefore is to be respected and protected. He’s not alone in this. The scriptures make 
similar claims. Leviticus calls for us to take care of the land (Leviticus 25-26). In Romans, 
Paul says that all creation is yearning for the children of God to be revealed (Romans 
8:19) and that all creation (not just humanity) will be brought into the new creation 
(Romans 8:21). Isaiah tells us that the trees clap their hands and the mountains burst 
forth in song in praise of God (Isaiah 55:12).  

In the spirit of honoring God’s creation, we will gather together on Sunday, October 3rd 
at 3pm for a Blessing of the Animals up in the pavilion. Bring your animals! Dogs, cats, 
bunnies, guinea pigs, fish, frogs, snakes, horses, chickens, goats—whatever animal you 
want blessed! All are welcome.  

Animal Blessing Scheduled Oct. 3rd 

Sid and Milly plan on being here October 3rd! 

Midweek Meditations 
Take a break in the middle of your week and reconnect with God. Join Pr. Jim on Thurs-
days for midweek meditations. Each Thursday, Pr. Jim posts a prerecorded video de-
signed to give you some time with God in the middle of your busy week. Each week we 
begin with a moment of quiet rest, then we read a passage of scripture together. Pr. 
Jim shares some reflections on the reading, and then we pray together. Videos are 
usually about 15 minutes long. Meditations become available on Thursday on YouTube 
and are viewable at any time after that.  

http://tinyurl.com/ezsvax6y
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Rachel Kurtz visits BLC! 

Rachel Kurtz, singer-songwriter-storyteller and veteran of six ELCA National Youth Gatherings was traveling through the 

area in July and stopped by Beaver Lutheran Church to hold a concert on the 7th.  The date happened to be her birthday, so 

the party elves at Beaver got to work on short-notice and made sure she got to celebrate.  

A free-will offering was taken with the proceeds going to the youth of Beaver who will be traveling to Minneapolis, Minne-

sota for the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering. Rachel makes her home in Minneapolis. 

We would like to thank everyone who made this concert possible. Thank you to: Sara Mattern for reaching out to Rachel 

and doing most of the legwork to bring Rachel to us; Pastor Jim for making arrangements for housing and funding and setting 

up the sound system; Rich Mattern for funding the concert so that all proceeds could benefit the youth group, and for the use 

of his guest house for Rachel and her children; Leslie Feehrer for organizing the reception and providing all the goodies; Chloe 

Wagner for  helping with setup; Greta Wagner and Renee, Alex and Bryon Beaver for helping with setup and cleanup; Lana 

Plummer and Corinne Beaver for getting everyone to sign Rachel’s birthday card; Gelnett and Associates and Michelle Bixler 

for providing the tech necessary to connect Rachel’s guitar to the sound system; Lisa and Dave Wagner for making the church 

spick-and-span; Joe Feehrer for making sure the A/C was working in the church; Erman Lepley for recording the concert; Chad 

Hershberger, Director of Communications for the USS for his help in getting the word out; all those who donated to the Youth 

Group; and to everyone else who had a behind-the-scenes hand in making this concert possible! 

The youth were able to raise $707 that evening. 
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Summer Evening 

Prayer 

Join us for an informal evening prayer service the third 

Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. Following the brief 

service, please stay for a time of discussion. 

We plan to continue the service as long as the weather 

remains nice. 

While we typically only celebrate Christ-

mas once-a-year, the heart of Christmas is 

something we can celebrate every day. 

Christmas is all about the incarnation, our 

God becoming a human being, coming to 

dwell with us in the midst of our joys and 

sufferings. On Sunday, July 25, we remem-

bered God’s love in the form of a child 

who came to save us all.  

Members were encouraged to wear their 

favorite “ugly Christmas sweat-

ers”  (unfortunately the sanctuary air con-

ditioning was not cooperating), and stay 

for Christmas cookies following worship. 
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Con-GRAD-ulations! 

Sunday, June 13, was Graduate Sunday and we honored three young women of the church who recently 

graduated high school and college.  

Lauryn Goss, daughter of Galen and Bobbie Goss, graduated from SUN Technical School and Midd-West 

High School this year and plans to continue her education at the Mifflin County Nursing Academy in Septem-

ber, studying to become an LPN. 

Ashley Gesselman, daughter of Todd and Nikki Gesselman, graduated in December 2020 from West Virginia 

University with a degree in Public Health and is working at Ruby Memorial Hospital while pursing her degree 

in RN school. 

Chloe Wagner, daughter of Craig and Greta Wagner, graduated from Lock Haven  Uni-

versity with a bachelors of science in education in May. She plans to substitute teach at 

the middle and high school level to gain experience and then apply for a fulltime posi-

tion teaching health and physical education. 

Lauryn Goss 

Ashley 

Gesselman 

Chloe 

Wagner 

Welcome 

Delilah Sue! 
Congratulations to the Jenna and Aaron Fike on 

the birth of their beautiful daughter, Delilah Sue 

on Saturday, July 31 at 1:18 p.m.  Delilah 

weighed8 pounds, 8 ounces and was 19-1/2 inch-

es long at birth. 

She was welcomed home by two delighted big 

brothers, Braxton and Henry. And also one very 

proud great-grandpa, Warren Dutrow. 
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“Comfort us as we grieve those who have died and in faith, may we join with 
them in ceaseless praise.” 

Debra P. Kline 
Our sister in Christ, Debra P. Kline, 67, of 

Lewistown, passed away Friday, May 14, 

2021 at Lewistown Hospital. Deb was born 

May 30, 1953, a daughter of Ruth 

(Bachman) Bowersox of Middleburg, and 

the late Paul W. Kline.  

In addition to her mother, she is survived by two daugh-

ters, Victoria R. Jackson and Tracy Anne Dixon; four grand-

children, three great-grandchildren and seven siblings. 

Deb was a faithful member of Beaver, taking advantage of 

Beaver’s online worship due to her failing health.  

Sue E. Nerhood 
Our sister in Christ, Sue E. Nerhood, 63, of 

Middleburg, went home to be with her 

Lord and Savior Monday, May 17. Born Jan. 

31, 1958, she was a daughter of the late 

Kenneth P. and Kathryn L. (Felker) 

Narehood, who preceded her in death. She 

was the widow of Scott E. Nerhood who passed away in 

1982. 

Sue is survived by a sister and brother-in-law, Sharon and 

Howard Benner, Jr.; a brother, Gary Narehood; father-in-law 

Kenneth C. Nerhood; her aunt Betsy Ann Klingler and hus-

band Dallas; several nieces and nephews and great-nieces 

and great-nephews. 

In addition to her parents and husband, Sue was preceded 

in death by her mother-in-law Julia Nerhood, and her sister-

in-law Mary Narehood. 

Sue was a faithful member of the church, having served as 

treasurer for many years. We miss her presence with us. 

Denise A. Brouse 
Denise A. Brouse, 59, of Beaver Springs, 

passed away June 8 at Geisinger Lewis-

town Hospital. She was a daughter of the 

late Elmer and Jean (Walter) Shamory. Her 

husband Harold E. Brouse, survives.  

In addition to her husband, she is survived 

by a son, Tanner  and wife Kerri; a daughter Kristin and hus-

band Mark Fisher; a granddaughter; a brother and wife, 

Scott and Kelly Shamory; a sister and husband, Deb and 

Dean Woodruff. 

Denise was confirmed at Beaver Lutheran Church. 

In Loving Memory 

With Sympathy … 
We extend our deepest sympathies to Todd Fegley 

whose mother, Susan, passed away April 9; Dallas Kling-

ler on the death of his brother John H. Klingler who 

passed away July 4; and to Patricia Shirey, whose moth-

er, Mary Peters, died July 18.  

Thank you for your prayers, concerns and acts of kindness 

for my well being. It’s a great feeling to know people care 

about what’s happening to you. Everything has turned out 

well and for that I am very thankful — Albert Bickhart 

      Cards of Thanks 
I would like to thank all those who expressed their concern 

for me and gave me well wishes following my surgery. It was 

all greatly appreciated. Thank you. — Betsy Ann Klingler 


