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Commentary 
Advent Longing 

Yet another church year has come and gone and the season of Advent is 
once again upon us. The world is much changed from last Advent to this one. 
Last Advent we were able to gather on Wednesday evenings for soup and bread 
and Holden Evening Prayer. Last year we lit the Advent wreath while singing O 
Come, O Come Emmanuel. Last year we prepared for a festive Christmas Eve 
full of carols and candlelight. But this year, in this pandemic, things will be 
different. Unable to sing indoors or gather in large groups we will need to find 
other, creative ways to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

This Advent will not feel like the other Advents. It might feel strange and 
uncomfortable. It might feel as though we’ve been exiled from our old tradi-
tions, forced into something different. We might find that we long for the old 
traditions, for the old ways of doing things. And to be honest, Advent is the 
perfect season for longings such as these. 

The season of Advent is the season where we look both backward and forward. We look backward to the time 
before Jesus’ birth, to the time when Israel longed for the messiah to come. And we look forward to the time when 
Jesus will return, finally ushering in the resurrection and the new creation. It’s a time to express our longings, to join 
with ancient Israel in yearning for the (return of the) messiah. 

On the third Sunday of Advent, we will read Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11. The prophet Isaiah was preaching during the 
Israelites’ exile in Babylon, speaking hope to those who were hopeless. He spoke of a future in which God would 
make right everything that had gone wrong. Part of that reading goes like this:  

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me… 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
 to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
 to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

Isaiah invites the Israelites to look ahead in hope to a future when oppression, grief, and injustice will be no 
more. In the midst of a world that seems to be breaking apart, we look forward in the same hope, that there will 
come a day when sickness, division, hatred, sorrow, sin, and death will be no more. As the ancient Israelites looked 
forward to the coming messiah, so we look forward to his return.  

During this Advent and Christmas season things will look and feel differently than they did last year. I encour-
age you to embrace the discomfort, embrace the exile, embrace the longing. We are in good company when we do 
so. And we will look forward in hope to that day in this life and the next when the Lord will give us a garland instead 
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

A blessed Advent and a merry Christmas to you all.  

Pr. Jim 
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Congregational 
Meeting Set 

Please mark your calendars 

to attend our annual Con-

gregational Meeting follow-

ing worship on Sunday, De-

cember 13. New Council 

members, All Saints Com-

mittee members, as well as 

the 2021 Budget will be 

voted on. 

On Reformation Sunday, October 25, three of our youth affirmed their bap-

tisms and confirmed their faith. Corinne Beaver, Vaughn Phelps and Lana 

Plummer have studied their faith these past three years. During the confirma-

tion service, they shared with the congregation a brief statement about what 

their faith means to them, before publicly affirming their faith before the con-

gregation. 

Immediately following the service, members of the congregation returned to 

their vehicles and then honored the Confirmands with a drive-by reception. 

Congratulations Corinne, Vaughn and Lana! We would also like to thank their 

instructors, Renee Beaver and Bev Frye, who had the responsibility of teach-

ing the class without a pastor much of these past three years. 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
The 2021 Offering Envelopes will be available December 6. Please, if you are able, take the envelopes of family 
members with you. If you are unable to pick up your box of envelopes, notify the church office at secre-
tary.beaverlc@verizon.net or phone 570-658-2001. 

December Vacation and Contact Information 

Confirmed in Christ on Reformation Sunday 
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Pastor Jim will be on vacation from December 26 to January 2, 2021. If you 
have a pastoral emergency, please contact one of the following pastors: Pas-
tor Stina Schaeffer (845-636-9487 or stinaschaeffer@gmail.com); Pastor Rick 
White (570-847-3113 or pastorrickwhite@gmail.com); or Pastor Bob Doll (215
-429-8071 or robert.doll@sharonlc.org). 

Pictured left to right: Pastor Jim, Bev Frye, Lana Plummer, Vaughn Phelps, 

Corinne Beaver, Renee Beaver. 

Holiday Hours 

 
 

 

 

The church office will be closed 

on Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day, December 24 and Decem-

ber 25. Our secretary, Sara, will 

be in the office on Monday, De-

cember 28. 
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Wednesdays in 
Advent 

Please join us at 6:30 each 

Wednesday during Advent 

for “Advent Evening Prayer” 

which is based on Holden 

Evening Prayer. Without the 

ability to sing this year, we 

will focus on the words and 

listen to the beautiful music 

of Holden.  

There will be no Soup and 

Bread meals. 

Christmas during Covid-19 
The pastors of the Middle Creek Conference of the Upper Susquehanna Syn-

od are putting together a pre-recorded Christmas service full of your favorite 

Christmas traditions. This prerecorded service will be released later in Decem-

ber and will be available online. Stay tuned for more information on where to 

watch. 

Our own plans for Christmas Eve are still under discussion and will be an-

nounced at a later time. 
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Christmas Eve 2019 

Poinsettias 

If you were unable to 

place your order for poin-

settias through the church, 

please feel free to bring in 

your own poinsettia. If this 

is your desire, please noti-

fy the church secretary no 

later than December 21. 

You will need to inform 

her whether the poinsettia 

is to be placed in loving 

memory of someone, in 

honor of someone, or to 

the Glory of God.  

Please make sure you 

mark the plant with your 

name. 



Midweek 
Meditation 

Sundays are a wonderful 

time to recenter ourselves 

on God, but when Monday 

comes, all our various re-

sponsibilities and anxieties 

so often push God back to 

the sidelines. You are invit-

ed to join Pr. Jim on Thurs-

days at noon on Facebook 

Live for a time of recenter-

ing with scripture and pray-

er. Can’t watch on Thurs-

days at noon? The live video 

will be archived for your 

convenience. You can watch 

here: https://

www.facebook.com/

BeaverLutheranChurch/

live/ .  If you are unable to 

watch live, you may watch 

it using this link: https://

www.facebook.com/

BeaverLutheranChurch/

videos/ .   

Check Out our 
Webpage 

If you haven’t been to our 

webpage of late, check it 

out! Pastor Jim has been 

making a few modifications. 

On the Resource page, you 

can find each Sunday’s bul-

letin for those who wish to 

join worship online through 

Zoom or Facebook Live. 

New to the website is a 

Staff page found under the 

“About” tab. Go to: beaver-

lutheranchurch.org to check 

it out! 

Giving Tree 2020 
The Giving Tree is up 

and ready for you to 

pick a tag. We will be 

collecting $10 gift 

cards from area food 

markets. Those mar-

kets include: Saylor’s, 

Etzler’s, IGA, Giant, Weis and Aldi. 

Please have your gift cards in no later 

than Sunday, December 13. 

If you wish, please mail them to the 

church: 18207 Route 522, Bea-

vertown, PA 17813. 
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2019 Giving Tree 

Altar Flower Chart is Ready to Fill 

Cookbooks Available at Deep Discount! 

There are plenty of available dates in 

2021 for you to place altar flowers. The 

price  is now $50.  

Since we are not required to have a 

weekly delivery by our new flower pro-

vider, Graci’s in Selinsgrove, there is an-

other option if you feel that $50 is more 

than you can afford. You may bring in 

your own arrangement. Typically, just 

one larger arrangement is placed on the 

floor in front of the altar.  

The 2021 Altar Flower Chart is located in 

the narthex. On it you have a place to mark whether you wish the church to 

provide the flowers through Graci’s, or if you would like to provide your own. 

If you have someone on your list that would be inter-

ested in the history of Beaver Lutheran Church, and 

loves to cook, why not consider the “Beaver’s Bountiful 

Blessings” cookbook. Put together by members of the 

Women of the ELCA many years ago, several of the 

books are still available. Originally, they sold for $15. 

Now, you can pick one up for just $5!! The book con-

tains recipes from ladies who are no longer with us. 

What a great way to remember those ladies of the 

church. 
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“Comfort us as we grieve those who have died and in faith, may we join with 
them in ceaseless praise.” 
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On Sunday, November 1, All Saints Day, we remembered the names of those 

close to the hearts of Beaver Lutheran Church who have gone to be with the 

Choirs of Angels since last All Saints Sunday.  

Those souls were: William Frye, Christine Spigelmyer, Kenneth Klingler, 

Shirley Leister, Beverly Sanders, Robert Klingler, Stephen Solomon, James 

McNabb Jr., Cecil Sanders, James Glasscock, Carmon Aumiller, Myron Mitch-

ell, Ken Heimbach, Sam Hall, Carson Ocker, and Wayne Kratzer Jr.  

Comfort us as we grieve those who have died and in faith, may we join with 

them in ceaseless praise. 

All Saints Sunday Remembers 16 

In Loving Memory 
Our sister in Christ, Dueressa J. Hassinger, passed 

away Monday, November 9, 2020 at Ohesson 

Manor in Lewistown. Dueressa was born January 

22, 1933 in Benfer, a daughter of the late Clar-

ence and Mary (Schrader) Bailey. On May 11, 

1952, she married John N. Hassinger who preced-

ed her in death May 19, 2014.  

She is survived by three sons and daughters-in-

law, Steven D. and Jean M. Hassinger of Lebanon, 

Ivan J. and Marci A. Hassinger of Beaver Springs, and Brian J. and Patricia 

C. Hassinger of Sinking Spring; a daughter and son-in-law, Angela L. and 

Troy L. Hockenbrock of McClure; 11 grandchildren, 16 great-

grandchildren, two great-great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces, 

nephews and cousins. She was expecting three more great-grandchildren 

in November.  

Dueressa was an active member of Beaver Lutheran Church. Clinging to 

the promise of the resurrection we look forward in hope to the day we 

will be reunited with Dueressa and all the saints gathered together 

around God’s throne. Until that day, we will surely miss Dueressa and 

hold her memory in our hearts. 

With Sympathy 
 

 

 

 

We wish to express our deepest 

sympathy to Dee Hockenberry. 

Her father, Carmon Aumiller, 

passed away August 25.  

We also wish to express sympathy 

to Jack and Sandi Kaufman. Jack’s 

brother James passed away No-

vember 12. 

Rest assured God knows and un-

derstands your pain. Please keep 

these families in your prayers. 
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Baby Shower,  

Drive-thru Style 
On August 29, members of the congregation 

gathered in the parking lot of the church to 

offer congratulations to Pastor Jim, Isabel and 

Ezra Vitale on the birth of their new baby, Ben-

jamin. (And also to get a look at baby Ben!) We 

would like to thank all of you for coming out to 

welcome the newest member of the Vitale 

family. 
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Babies Galore! 
This family of God has welcomed three new little ones during the past few 

months. The first was a little boy anxious to enter this world. Rin Carter 

Sassaman was born two months early to Skyler Sassaman and Gabby Brix. 

Rin weighed 4 pounds, 9 ounces and was 16 inches long at his birth on 

September 10.  Proud great-grandma is Linda Sassaman. 

The second was Hadley Hackenberg, daughter of Adrianne Gesselman and 

Logan Hackenberg. Hadley was born October 1 weighing 7 pounds, 3 ounc-

es. Proud grandparents are Nikki and Todd Gesselman. Great-grandparents 

are Teresa and Tom Hoffman. 

The most recent addition is Catharine 

Louise Zerby who was born November 

11 to Luke and Heather Zerby. Cath-

arine was 8 pounds, 8 ounces at birth. 

This makes the 19th grandchild for Isa-

bel Zerby. 

May God richly bless these new fami-

lies. 
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Prayer Shawl for Lindsey 
On September 13 a Prayer Shawl was blessed for 

Lindsey Shultz, who has been diagnosed with MS. 

On hand to receive the shawl were her parents, Joe 

and Leslie Shultz. Although she is doing very well, 

please continue to keep Lindsey in your prayers. 

 Bibles for Third Graders              
It is a tradition at Beaver Lutheran Church that youngsters 

in the third grade receive a Bible to help them prepare for 

Confirmation someday. Mackenzie Sassaman received her 

Bible on October 24 while Aleah Shultz was present on 

November 1 to receive hers. God’s Blessings to you both 

as you read and learn from the Words of the Lord. 

 

 

 
 

Happy Hallo-wedding!  
Congratulations to Alexandra Hockenberry and Jordyn 

Buck who were united in marriage on Saturday, Octo-

ber 31 – Halloween, their favorite holiday. We would 

like to offer our sincere best wishes to Alex and 

Jordyn as they begin a new chapter in their lives as 

husband and wife. May the years ahead be filled with 

lasting joy. Alex and Jordyn reside in Shamokin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jordyn Buck 

 

 

 
 

Trick-or-Treat 
There was no Fall Fest this year because of the 

pandemic, but we still wanted to have a little fall 

fun. So, the idea of a drive-thru trick-or-treat event 

was hatched following the successes of the drive-

thru baby shower and confirmation reception. We 

invited the children of the community to drive by 

our porch where members of our church handed 

them candy. Over 80 bags of candy were distribut-

ed to area children. It was such a success that we 

are planning on continuing the tradition even with-

out a pandemic. Thank you to all who donated can-

dy and helped on Halloween night. 




