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Gathering Together 

Beaver Lutheran Church 

COMMENTARY 

Dear saints of Beaver Lutheran Church, 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

For the past three months, our church community has 
moved online, gathering for worship, Bible and Brew, and 
Wednesday night check-ins on Zoom. Now, as Snyder Coun-
ty moves into the “green,” I have been asked a few times: 
“When will we return to in-person worship?” 

On June 10th, council met and made a few decisions regard-
ing reconvening for in-person worship. Firstly, council de-
cided to create a Safety Team, a small group of people dedicated to ensuring that our worship services are 
both safe and meaningful. The safety team will seek answers to questions like: how do we manage social dis-
tancing? How do we sanitize the church properly? What shape and structure will our worship services take? 
How will we continue to provide online programming for those unable to join us in-person? The Safety Team 
will use resources from the Synod office as well as guidance from the CDC to determine what our in-person 
worship services will look like.  

Secondly, with that in mind, the council set the goal of returning to in-person worship on Sunday, July 12th.  

All around us churches are making decisions about how to return to some form of in-person worship. Some 
are offering drive-in church, others are offering outdoor worship. Some have begun to gather indoors with a 
variety of safety measures, others have elected to continue exclusively online. We don’t know what shape 
our worship service will take yet—that’s the Safety Team’s task to determine—but I want to prepare you that 
it most likely will not look the way it did before the pandemic began, at least for now. The limitations of social 
distancing will require us to be creative and flexible as we determine what the “new normal” of Sunday 
morning worship will look like. I appreciate your patience as we discern the shape of worship together.  

Jesus reminds us that our primary concern must be for “the least of these” (Matthew 25:31-46), anyone in 
our community who is vulnerable. Jesus says that whatever we do to the least of these, we do to him. As we 

Pastor Jim’s Easter message on Zoom. 
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discern the shape of in-person worship, we do so with our 
most vulnerable members as our guiding standard and prima-
ry concern. As we prepare to return to in-person worship, we 
must continue to be vigilant for the sake of our most vulnera-
ble members. This means being slow, careful, and wise as we 
move back into worship. I know that abstaining from in-
person worship these past three months has been uncom-
fortable, lonely, and unsettling for many, myself included; and 
it is a sacrifice we have made “for the least of these.” 

I want to reassure you that whatever we do, we continue to 
be the church. Whether we gather in our building or gather 
online, as long as we gather in the name of Jesus, to offer 
worship to our God, and experience the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit, we are the church.  

My family will be taking a vacation out-of-state June 22 to 
July 5. During that time, ELCA pastors Bob Doll and Stina Schaeffer will be on-call for pastoral emergencies. 
You can find their contact information in this newsletter. While I am away, on June 28 and July 5, you are invit-
ed to join another local ELCA congregation in online worship. Links and resources for online worship services 
are also available in this newsletter.  

Bob Dylan once wrote that “the times they are a-changin’.” As we look around our town, our state, our nation, 
our world—that is clear. Things are changing and the church must change too. That cannot be stopped. We 
can and should lament for what we lose, but God also calls us to look ahead in hope to what is to come. Jesus 
says, “Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 
10:39). I think that it is for such a time as this that Jesus spoke these words. Because of this pandemic, we may 
lose some parts of our old way of gathering, worshipping, and living, at least for now; but Jesus promises that 
when we lose those things, we will find new life in him. And so we don’t dwell long on what we may lose but 
look forward in hope and anticipation for all the new and good things to come. Whatever the future may hold, 
God will be with us through all of it.  

“Do not be afraid, little flock,” Jesus says, “for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 
12:32). Change can be a scary thing. And when we experience change, it is our fear that causes us to want to 
reclaim things as they once were. Jesus urges us not to give into fear but to trust in God. And so when we fear, 
let us remember these words from Jesus. Although the world is changing, we have nothing to fear, because 
God is with us and God, in God’s good pleasure, is giving us the Kingdom.   

As we continue into this uncertain future together, may the grace of Jesus surround you, the love of God fill 
you, and the communion of the Holy Spirit bind you. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pr. Jim 

May 13 Church Council meeting. 
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Pastor Jim will be taking vacation 
beginning the afternoon of June 
21 through July 5. If there is a 
pastoral emergency during the 
first week (June 21-27), please 
contact Pastor Bob Doll at rob-
ert.doll@sharonlc.org or by call-
ing 215-429-8071. From June 28 
to July 5, contact Pastor Stina 
Schaeffer at sti-
nashaeffer@gmail.com or by call-
ing 845-636-9487. 

The new little member of the Vi-

tale family is due August 10. Pas-

tor Jim will be gone for four 

weeks and then be available for 

worship and emergencies only 

for two weeks following that. 

Emergency contacts will be an-

nounced at that time, as well as 

our preachers for those Sundays. 

Online Worship Options 
While Pastor Jim is away on vacation, Beaver Lutheran will not be 

meeting online for worship. Instead, we are providing you with a 

few local options for your Sunday morning worship experience. 

ZOOM 

Join Pr. Rick White and Zion Lutheran Church in Kratzerville for wor-

ship on Zoom at 10 a.m. You can access using this link: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/85451243249?

pwd=czF1bUVMbGpDc3djYIF4YkVNdWRhUT09. You will need to 

enter a password, which is: 785035. Alternatively you can call: 1-

301-715-8592 and then enter the code: 854 5124 3249. Again, you 

will need the password. 

FACEBOOK 

Join Pr. Bob Doll and Sharon Lutheran Church in Selinsgrove on Fa-

cebook at 9:10 a.m. for a livestream for their service. You can find it 

on the church Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Sharon-

Lutheran-Church-1145255235292960/ 

YOUTUBE 

Join Pr. Stina Schaeffer and Salem Lutheran Church in Selinsgrove 

and Pr. Gary Schaeffer and Milton Parish in Milton and St. 

Matthew’s Lutheran in Shamokin on YouTube for a prerecorded 

worship service. You can access their services here: https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKM49mgupj1oPR5T_sDJgA. Ser-

vices are posted early Sunday morning. You may watch at your lei-

sure. Bulletin resources are available at 

www.salemlutheranchurchselinsgrove.com. 

Pastor Jim’s Vacation and Paternity Leave 

Bible & Brew Online 
Join us Tuesday, July 21 at 7 p.m. 

on Zoom for Bible & Brew! This is a 

chance for us to get together and 

talk about God, theology, the Bible, 

and life. Grab a glass of your favor-

ite beverage and settle in for some good conversa-

tion! 

Wednesday Check-In 
Join us on Zoom on Wednesday 

nights as we join in fellowship, check 

in with one another, share highs and 

lows, and reflect on a brief devotion. 

Note: there will be no official Wednesday night 

check-in June 21 or July 1. Check in will be held at 

8:30 p.m. on July 8 (due to Council’s meeting), and 

then at 8 p.m. on July 15 and 29. 

mailto:robert.doll@sharonlc.org
mailto:robert.doll@sharonlc.org
mailto:stinashaeffer@gmail.com
mailto:stinashaeffer@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85451243249?pwd=czF1bUVMbGpDc3djYIF4YkVNdWRhUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85451243249?pwd=czF1bUVMbGpDc3djYIF4YkVNdWRhUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85451243249?pwd=czF1bUVMbGpDc3djYIF4YkVNdWRhUT09
https://www.facebook.com/Sharon-Lutheran-Church-1145255235292960/
https://www.facebook.com/Sharon-Lutheran-Church-1145255235292960/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKM49mgupj1oPR5T_sDJgA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKM49mgupj1oPR5T_sDJgA
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Online Giving is Available 
Thank you to all those who have 

continued giving during the sus-

pension of in-person worship. A 

reminder that you can donate 

online or mail your contributions in to the office. 

We know this is a challenging time for many, and 

we are grateful for whatever you are able to give! 

Another way to help the church is to make purchas-

es through Amazon.smile. Amazon.smile is exactly 

the same as Amazon.com with the exception that 

you may pick a nonprofit of your choice and Ama-

zon will give a small portion of the sale to the or-

ganization.  

Our Guests 
Having worship online has given us the opportunity to have guest preachers!  

On Pentecost, May 31, Rev. Linda Johnson Seyenkulo gave the sermon. Pastor Sey-

enkulo is Curriculum Developer/Trainer at the Louis T. Bowers Lay Leaders and 

Ministries Training Center and is Associate Pastor at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 

in Totota, Liberia and Monrovia, Liberia. Pastor Linda is an ELCA missionary serving 

in Liberia. As you may know, the Upper Susquehanna Synod maintains a mission 

partnership with the Lutheran Church in Liberia. On Pentecost Sunday, the day 

when the apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit spoke in a variety of languages to 

people from a variety of cultures, Pastor Linda brought us a special sermon from 

Liberia. 

On Holy Trinity Sunday, June 7, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the 

ELCA delivered a sermon addressed to all our congregations across the country. 

In the midst of the challenges of this pandemic, it was an opportunity to hear a 

word of good news from our denominational leadership. 

You can access these sermons, as well as Pastor Jim’s sermons online on our web-

site under the “Worship” tab. 

Rev. Linda Johnson 

Seyenkulo 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Pantry Reopens in July 
The Pantry will once again be offer-

ing help to those needing food on 

July 25 from 8 to 10 a.m. Although 

while the Pantry has not officially 

been open, we have had bags of 

food available for those in an emergency situation. 

For now, pre-packed bags of food will be distribut-

ed to patrons from our porch.  The Clothing Closet 

will remain closed at this time. 
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Gavin M. Goss, son of Galen and Bobbie Goss of Beaver Springs, graduated 

from Midd-West High School. Gavin will be continuing his education by 

attending PCAD of Lancaster (Pennsylvania College of Art and Design). While 

there he will be working for a degree in Illustration/Digital Media Art. Gavin 

participated on the Track and Field team while at Midd-West.  

Chloe A. Wagner, daughter of Craig and Greta Wagner of Beavertown, obtained 

a BS in Health and Physical Education with a focus in coaching at Lock Haven Uni-

versity. She was a student athlete and was on the track and field team. She is a 

2016 graduate of Midd-West High School. 

Zane Leister, son of Harold (Jr.) and Bobbi Leister of Middleburg, graduated 

with a degree in Electromechanical Engineering Technology from Penn State 

Altoona. While at Penn State, he was on the baseball team for four years. He is 

a 2015 graduate of Midd-West High School. 

Tyson C. Plummer, son of Ron and Stacy Plummer of Beavertown, grad-

uated from Midd-West High School. Tyson is the grandson of Van and 

Treudea Keister and Richard and Faye Plummer. He has a younger broth-

er, Jake. Tyson will be attending IUP in the fall. 

More Graduates on Page 6 ... 
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Altar Flowers 
Our altar flower provider has decided to stop offer-

ing this service.  As soon as an alternate plan has 

been devised, we will contact those who have al-

ready signed up for flowers to inform them of the 

details. We are sorry for any inconvenience. 

Casey Helen and Tucker Lee Erman Lepley, twin children of Erman Jr. and 

Katherine Lepley of Charlotte, NC, graduated this spring from high school. 

They are the grandchildren of Erman and Evelyn Lepley. Casey is a graduate 

of  Ardrey Kell High School in Charlotte, while Tucker graduated from Shaw-

nee Mission West High School in Overland Park, KS.  

Casey plans to study pre-med at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill while Tucker will be attending UCLA in Los Angeles studying business.  

While in high school Casey, among other things, was in numerous honor soci-

eties, was team captain of the soccer team, editor of the yearbook and won 

the Athletic Booster Club scholarship. Tucker is the recipient of a soccer 

scholarship at UCLA, and has won numerous soccer awards. 

In Loving Memory 

William L. Frye 

December 30, 1935 —  

May 25, 2020 
We extend our deepest sympathy to 

his children and families 

Mike & Bev Frye,  

Patti & Robert Herbster,  

Lisa & Dave Wagner;  

and daughter-in-law Angela Frye 

Welcome Little Ones!  

Congratulations to Jenna and Aaron 

Fike on the birth of their son, Henry 

Graham on April 6. He weighed 7 

pounds, 13 ounces and was 20 inch-

es long at birth. A very happy big 

brother, Braxston, welcomed him home. We also 

congratulate Great-Grandpa Warren Dutrow! 

Jerry and Stephanie Wagner wel-

comed a little girl named Kaylee 

Faith on April 25 at 10:37 a.m. 

Kaylee weighed 8 pounds, 6 ounces 

and was 20-1/2 inches long. She was 

welcomed home by her big brother 

Cole. Proud grandparents are Dave and Lisa Wag-

ner. 

Con-GRAD-ulations Lepleys! 
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Baby Bottle Boomerang 
Due to the pandemic, the Baby Boom-

erang fundraiser for Crossroads Preg-

nancy Center has been pushed back 

to Father’s Day and into August. Bea-

ver Lutheran has opted to give you the option of do-

nating online. Go to cpcforlife.org and from there 

you can navigate to the Baby Bottle Boomerang 

page and make your donation.  

 

 

News from CML — 

Summer Program Cancelled Due to COVID-19 

During this global pandemic that we’ve been dealing with these past few months, we are grateful 
for the prayers and measures of support you have shown us here at Camp Mount Luther.  We have 
tried to be a partner with you in these difficult times, sharing activities for kids to do while at home, 
offering hikes on our grounds, and providing virtual experiences so that you and numerous others 
might get a little taste of camp while sheltering in place.   

On Saturday, May 30, the camp board decided to cancel the 2020 Summer Residential Camping 
Season. We realize this is disappointing news. Our campers’ safety is our top priority and weighed 
heavily on our decision.  Also, CDC, state, and ACA guidelines made it apparent that new protocols 
we'd need to take would diminish our established program.  We join nearly all the Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministry camps on the East Coast who made a similar decision.   

The board also voted to hire a team of returning staff members for three weeks this summer to do 
leadership development, service work, and a virtual camp experience for our campers. What that all 
looks like will be announced in the coming weeks.  This will give us an opportunity to do ministry to-
gether in a new way with these young adults and with you.  Mount Luther's "Camp COVID-19 in '20" 
will look differently from anything we've seen, and we hope you will take advantage of the options we 
develop for a Mount Luther experience this summer.  

While there is no substitute that could match a week at camp, we hope you stay connected with 
and supportive of Mount Luther through other means.  While we know this decision is in the best inter-
est of our campers, it still causes us to grieve.  We join you in grieving the loss of what would have 
been another summer of new connections with others, nature, and God in the mountains of Central 
Pennsylvania.   

We ask for your continued prayers as we navigate these new times and look at new possibilities for 
the ministry of Mount Luther.  For those who had already registered for summer programs, we will be 
in touch about the deposits you made and options for those.  We trust that the Holy Spirit will blow 
through our camp in new and exciting ways in the days to come.   

Youth Group Check-In 
Calling all youth! You are invited to 

join us on Zoom on Thursdays at 7:30 

p.m.! This is a chance to catch up, 

share highs and lows, and read the 

Bible together! Contact Pr. Jim for the 

Zoom link. We hope to see you there! 
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Those celebrating birthdays the month of June: 

●Brandon Phelps, June 2. 

●Crystal Wray, June 3. 

●Anthony Bishop, June 5. 

●Baylee Bruner, George Etzler, Vaughn Phelps, June 8. 

●Kaitlyn Shrawder, June 10. 

●Renee Beaver, Elizabeth Shuck, Matthew Zerby, June 11. 

●Angela Hockenbrock, June 12. 

●Isabel Zerby,  Autumn Sassaman, June 13. 

●Michaela Wagner, June 14. 

●Arla Ritter, June 16. (Happy 102nd Birthday!!) 

●Annette Kuhns, June 18. 

●Scott Haines, Payne Wagner, June 23. 

●Adrianne Gesselman, June 24. 

●Nicole Gesselman, June 25. 

Those celebrating in July are: 

●Lori Shrawder, July 3. 

●Richard Shirey Jr., July 8. 

●Jerett Feehrer, July 9. 

●Joseph Mattern, July 10. 

●Cody McCardle, Jared Pheasant, Richard Shirey Sr., July 11. 

●Cyrus Bickhart, Zane Leister, July 14. 

●Maureen Boyer, Cheyenne Sassaman, July 17. 

●Jerry Plummer, July 19. 

●Sandra Klose, July 21. 

●Kristin Williams, July 25. 

●Laine Phelps and Lincoln Phelps, July 26. 

●Angela Frye, July 27. 

●Coy Miller, Jessica Royer, July 28. 

 

 

Those with June anniversaries: 

†Fred & Grace Klinepeter, June 1. 

†Albert & Deanna Bickhart, Erman & Evelyn 

Lepley, Darren & Lindsey Shultz, Galen & Bobbi 

Goss, June 2. 

†Scott & Sara Mattern, June 11. 

†Nathan & Kim Bickhart, June 13. 

†Wayne & Amber McCardle, June 16. 

†Douglas & Jill Kline, June 21. 

†Howard & Sharon Benner, June 25. 

†Carole & Edward Bendick, June 29. 

 

Those with July anniversaries: 

†Dallas & Betsy Ann Klingler, July 1. 

†Richard & Faye Plummer, July 17. 

†Barrett & Emilee Shaffer, July 23. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries ... 

Happy Birthday, Arla!! 
We would like to wish Arla Ritter a very happy birthday! Arla 

celebrated her 102nd birthday on June 16. 

Why don’t you wish her a happy birthday by sending her a card at: 

Brookline Manor, 2 Manor Blvd., Mifflintown, PA 17059-8757. 


