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A Letter from Pastor Jim 

Beaver Lutheran Church 

COMMENTARY 

Friday, April 3, 2020 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

Grace and peace to you from God our father and our lord and savior Jesus Christ. 

I’m writing to inform you of the council’s decision to continue suspending worship through the month of 
April. We made this hard decision based on orders and recommendations from the federal and state govern-
ment, as well as the synod. At the end of the month, council will reconvene to decide if further closure is 
necessary. 

This, of course, impacts Easter. Council, together with the worship and music committee, agreed that it 
would be comforting to hold an Easter service online via Zoom (more info on that inside). However, we know 
that many are not able to join us for these virtual services, and so we want to reassure you that our first Sun-
day back at Beaver Lutheran Church will be an Easter celebration. 

This has been a challenging Lenten season. In many ways, it has come to feel like one long Good Friday. We 
sit in the tomb of our social distance and isolation, wondering when the stone might be rolled away and we 
can finally return to life in each other’s presence. In the midst of this tomb experience, we need the hope of 
the resurrection. Because that is who we are. We are resurrection people who live in hope. 

But hope can be hard to maintain when one is isolated. One of the strongest reassurances of God’s pres-
ence with us is the loving presence of other people. A hard time like this is made harder by the fact we can-
not gather together at our church to worship God. But we are still the church. The church is not a building, 
but the whole body of believers spread across time and throughout the world (I Corinthians 12). If we cannot 
gather in-person, then we can gather online; and if we cannot gather online, then we can gather in spirit by 
taking each other to the Lord in prayer.  

I encourage you to join in our live-stream worship services whenever possible (instructions follow). If you 
can’t, I encourage you to pray using the order of worship included in this mailing. The world is in desperate 
need of our prayers right now.   

Another important thing we can do is take care of ourselves. Stressful times often cause us to neglect our 
own needs. I urge you to be safe and smart. Stay home as much as possible. Wash your hands. Drink water. 
Eat well. But don’t just tend to your physical health, cultivate mental and spiritual health as well. 
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Call a friend. Go for a walk. Watch a good movie or read a good book. Watch the sunrise. Listen to music. 
Treat this like the forced Sabbath it is.  

A final important reminder is to love your neighbor. One of the best ways to love your neighbor right now is 
by not contributing to the spread of infectious disease. Staying home is loving your neighbor. If you know 
someone is in need, call them and talk with them. If they need your help, go and help, but limit physical con-
tact as much as you can. We should not live in fear, but we should also be proactive.  

If you need pastoral care, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at 518-935-7409 or beaverluther-
anpastor@gmail.com. We will check the church answering machine only on a limited basis, so please reach 
out to me directly.  

On the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus said to his disciples: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid” (John 14:27). In this time of uncertainty, may you feel the peace of Christ and may you know that with 
God as our guide, we have nothing to fear.  

Julian of Norwich, the 14th century theologian, says it like this: “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all 
manner of things shall be well.” 

And so may mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Jim 

Holy Week Creativity 
Bishop Barbara Collins invited us in her April 1 Blog to “put on your beauti-

ful, crazy, creative thinking caps and find ways to visually proclaim Christ to 

your neighborhood” during this Holy Week and throughout the season of 

Easter. 

“Chalk artists … window artists … Lego masters, here’s your chance to dis-

play the good news with and without words … get silly, be fools in the 

most faithful way.” Let’s see what you come up with! Please email a photo 

of your handiwork to the church office at: secretary.beaverlc@verizon.net. 

mailto:beaverlutheranpastor@gmail.com
mailto:beaverlutheranpastor@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.beaverlc@verizon.net
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Ring Your Bells!! 

Our Bishop, Barbara Collins,  has a request of you this Easter Sunday morn-

ing. At 10 a.m., go outside and ring a bell to announce the risen Christ! Our 

church bells will be ringing at that time, along with other churches in the 

Upper Susquehanna Synod! 

“Let us be the Church together and make a JOYFUL sound on Easter morn-

ing to announce to the world that Christ is risen … He is risen indeed!” says 

Bishop Collins. 

Also, go to the USS Facebook page on Easter morning and watch a video 

clip of area church bells ringing! 

Synod Response to Covid-19 
The Upper Susquehanna Synod is responding to the 

Covid-19 virus in a number of ways. The best place 

to get the latest information is on its webpage of 

resources to deal with this outbreak. Visit https://

www.uss-elca.org/coronavirus/ to view those re-

sources. They are updated frequently, so check the 

website and Facebook page for the latest infor-

mation and updates on events and cancellations as 

things change. 

Measures are also being taken at the synod office to 

limit contact. Office hours have been cut back to 9 

a.m. to noon Monday through Friday. The secretary 

will be there to cover necessary office tasks. Pastor 

Craig Miller and Bishop Collins have the capability 

to work remotely from home but will not be plan-

ning to meet with folks face-to-face. 

Changes at BLC 

Following worship on Sunday, March 15, Council 

met and decided it was time to take a break in gath-

ering together for two weeks. As things began to 

change rapidly it has become necessary to suspend 

worship and all other activities through the end of 

April at which time Council will reconvene. 

This also means that there will be absolutely no ac-

tivity at the church, including the monthly clothing 

and food giveaway. Food is always available for 

emergency situations only. If you are in need of 

emergency food, please contact Jean Melton direct-

ly at 570-658-7248.  

The office staff is primarily working at home during 
this time. If you need to contact Pastor Jim, you 
may do so at 518-935-7409 or beaverlutheranpas-
tor@gmail.com.  If you need to contact the secre-
tary, you may call Sara at 570-658-2129 or 
smattern1977@gmail.com. You may also leave a 
message on the church answering machine (570-
658-2001). We will get back to you as soon as we 
can.  

https://www.uss-elca.org/coronavirus/
https://www.uss-elca.org/coronavirus/
mailto:beaverlutheranpastor@gmail.com
mailto:beaverlutheranpastor@gmail.com
mailto:smattern1977@gmail.com
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By Computer or Phone ... 

Livestream Worship 
For the past several weeks we have been livestreaming 

our worship service through Zoom. You can find us every 

Sunday at 10:15 a.m. by this link: https://zoom.us/

i/836080286. Your computer will prompt you to down-

load Zoom; follow the instructions on your screen. If you 

do not have a web-cam or microphone, you can still 

watch and listen. 

Please contact Pastor 

Jim if you need help setting up Zoom. 

Alternatively, you can join us by calling this number: 1-646-558-8656 and 

entering this code: 836 080 286 (standard fees and rates apply). 

Holy Week services will be held via Zoom on the following schedule: Maun-

dy Thursday, April 9 @ 7 p.m.; Good Friday, April 10 @ 7 p.m.; and Easter 

Sunday, April 12 @ 10:15 a.m. 

PASSWORD 
We have now been provided a 

password by Zoom  

to be able to log-in.  

The password is: 000  
(that is three zeros).  

If you have any trouble, please 

contact the pastor. 

Easter! 
We know that many of you feel that 

Easter just isn’t the same when its 

not held within the church building 

and celebrated along side our broth-

ers and sisters in Christ. Please be 

aware that the first Sunday that we 

are able to return to our church 

building, we plan to have an Easter celebration! 

Please keep checking your emails for a notice about 

our first Sunday back. 

God Pause Daily Devotions 

If you are looking for a daily de-

votional to enrich your life, Pas-

tor Jim encourages you to sign 

up for Luther Seminary’s God 

Pause devotional. God Pause is 

written by Luther Seminary alum-

ni pastors and provides daily re-

flections on each Sunday’s lec-

tionary readings. You can read the devotions every 

day or subscribe to have them delivered to your 

email inbox at luthersem.edu/godpause. 

https://zoom.us/i/836080286
https://zoom.us/i/836080286
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Email Addresses Needed 

It is very important for us to be able 

to keep in touch with members and 

friends of Beaver Lutheran Church.  

If you have not updated your email 

address with us, or if you have not 

given us your email address, please 

do so.  

If you perhaps don’t have an email account, but 

someone else within your household does, please 

let us have that one. Things change so quickly now. 

What was correct today, may not be tomorrow. 

In addition, please keep your mailing address up-

dated. Especially those young adults who have their 

own homes now. You may send us the information 

at secretary.beaverlc@verizon.net or 

smattern1977@gmail.com. 

If You Need Anything … 

The Council has been trying to 

keep tabs on our members by 

phoning them each week. If you 

have not been contacted by a 

member of Council, following is contact infor-

mation for them. Perhaps we do not have your 

phone and/or email address. 

●Mike Frye – Vice-President – 570-658-7549 

●Teresa Hoffman – Secretary – 570-837-3162 

●Bobbi Leister – President – 570-837-7237 

●Bryon Beaver – 570-743-1633 

●Linda Sassaman – 570-658-7050 

●Jean Melton – 570-658-7248 

●Joseph Feehrer – 570-837-9156 

●Albert Bickhart Jr. – 570-658-7645 

●Faye Plummer – 570-658-7381 

●Sara Mattern – 570-658-2129 

●Pastor Jim – 518-935-7409 
Continued Giving 
God calls us to be faithful, even in 

the midst of hard circumstances. 

We ask that everyone who is able 

please continue to send your 

weekly offering to the church via mail (18207 Route 

522, Beavertown, PA 17813). We are also in the pro-

cess of establishing an online giving platform for 

your convenience.  

We know that many are experiencing financial hard-

ship right now, and a donation might be beyond 

your ability at this time. Please prayerfully consider 

what you are able to contribute and know that you 

are a valued member of this community no matter 

what. 

Amazon Smile 
For those of you who order 

supplies through Amazon.com, 

Beaver Lutheran Church re-

cently registered for Amazon 

Smile, Amazon’s charitable organization. Through 

Amazon Smile, Amazon donates a portion of all 

purchases to a non-profit organization of your 

choosing. Go to smile.amazon.com and select Bea-

ver Lutheran Church as your charitable organiza-

tion. With every purchase you make, Amazon will 

then donate a small portion to Beaver Lutheran 

Church. 

You can find a link for us on our Facebook post. 

Adopt-a-Cabin 
On February 23, BLC took up a Love Offering for 

their Adopt-a-Cabin program. A total of $315 was 

collected for our cabin at Camp Mount Luther. The 

money will go toward the upkeep of the cabin. 

Thank you to all that contributed! 

mailto:secretary.beaverlc@verizon.net
mailto:smattern1977@gmail.com
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Bible & Brew Continues 
On Thursday, March 26 we 

got together on Zoom for 

our third Bible & Brew. It 

was an intense and thought

-provoking conversation. 

Please join us on Zoom (see 

link and instructions “Livestream Worship”) next at 

7 p.m., April 21. 

Looking for Graduates! 
If you have a graduate this year, please 

let us know! Even is your graduate’s 

graduation is up in the air right now, 

please send a short biography, what 

graduation information you may have and photo-

graph to the church office. We will acknowledge our 

graduates in our next newsletter. The church email 

is: secretary.beaverlc@verizon.net. 

Our Sympathies … 
We extend our deepest sympathies to the 

following members who have lost loved 

ones recently: 

●Isabel and Jim Vitale and family on the 

loss of Isabel’s grandmother, Beverly Sanders. 

●Dallas and Betsy Ann Klingler and family on the 

loss of Dallas’ brothers Kenneth and Robert. 

●Junior and Bobbi Leister and family on the loss of 

Junior’s mother, Shirley Leister. 

May the Lord wrap His loving arms around you and 

comfort you.  

 

Wedding Bells! 
Congratulations go out to Abby Gesselman and Travis (Spark) Portzline who 

were married February 26, 2020 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The newlyweds live in Troxelville with their young 

son, Colt. 

Camp News 
Camp Mount Luther has devel-

oped a webpage where they will 

be posting some resources to help parents and  kids 

affected by school and other closings. Set up a 

“camp-like” experience by using the resources each 

day! You can also take family hikes at the camp. For 

more information on both, visit https://

www.campmountluther.org/coronavirus/. 

Also, the Camp has announced that the early regis-

tration deadline has been changed to the end of 

the summer. This way everyone can take advantage 

of the $25 discount!  

mailto:secretary.beaverlc@verizon.net
https://www.campmountluther.org/coronavirus/
https://www.campmountluther.org/coronavirus/
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A Liturgy for Households  

and Individuals 
 
GREETING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 

Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. Forgive us and give us strength to turn from sin and to serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, our Father, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your voice to know again that you are God. Quiet our restless 
hearts with the knowledge that you stand within the shadows, keeping watch over your own. Rekindle our faith and light the 
lamp of hope within our hearts. Then deal with us as seems best to you, for where you lead we can confidently go with Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

PSALM READING 

Psalm 27, 84, 91, 103, 121, 130, or another may be read. 

 

GOSPEL READING 

The following gospel readings or another may be used: 

April 5: Matthew 21:1-11  May 10: John 14:1-14  

April 12: John 20:1-18  May 17: John 14:15-21 

April 19: John 20:19-31  May 24: John 17:1-11 

April 26: Luke 24:13-35  May 31: John 20:19-23 

May 3: John 10:1-10    

Time for silent reflection or discussion follows the readings. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

A hymn, such as Amazing Grace, the Doxology, or another favorite hymn, may be sung. 

“Amazing Grace”      “Doxology” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,   Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

that saved a wretch like me.    Praise God all creatures here below. 

I once was lost, but now am found    Praise God above ye heavenly host. 

was blind, but now I see.      Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new. 

Especially we thank you for: the sustaining goodness of your creation; our new creation in Christ and the gifts of healing and for-
giveness; the gift of relationship with others; the community of faithful people that is your church. 

Other thanksgivings may be added. 

 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, 
the living Lord. Especially we pray for: the people of this world suffering from coronavirus and its societal and economic effects; 
those living in fear, anxiety, and isolation; all who work for global health and restoration, including government officials and 
healthcare workers; all who strive to save the earth from ruin; the church of Jesus Christ in every land; our homebound members 
and all those on our prayer list.  
Other petitions may be added. 

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils un-
known. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 
we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace in the name of God Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Be at peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


