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COMMENTARY 

By Pastor Jim Vitale 
 On Saturday, October 26th I was ordained into the ministry of word and sacrament 
in the ELCA. I admit that morning I had the jitters. I was somewhat nervous about this 
momentous occasion; after all, I had been preparing for this day for nearly 10 years, as 
the Anglican priest who confirmed me reminded me just before the service. But most-
ly I felt excited: excited to see friends, mentors, and colleagues I had not seen in a 
long time, excited to be surrounded by the love of my family, excited to share this im-
portant moment with my new Beaver Lutheran Church family, and most of all, excited 
to receive the ordination blessing, a confirmation of the calling to which God has 
called me.  
 The sanctuary was decked in Pentecost reds to symbolize the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the ordination. My colleagues donned their red stoles and the bishop her red 
mitre, while members of the congregation wore red to celebrate the day. The service 

was led by Bishop Barbara Collins, with Mike Frye serving as assisting minister. My wife, Isabel, graced us 
with her lovely voice, serving as cantor and soloist. It was also a gift to have my brothers Kyle and Alex Vitale 
serving as lectors and my parents Mary and Jim Vitale serving as communion assistants. Colleagues from the 
Synod, as well as some of my friends and mentors, were also gathered to show their love and support.  

The bishop preached on the Old Testament reading: Isaiah 6:1-8. In this passage God calls Isaiah to minis-
try. Isaiah laments that he is unworthy, and one of God’s angels touches a burning coal to Isaiah’s lips and 
declares his sins forgiven and him worthy. The bishop preached on our worthiness in Christ. She spoke the 
profound message of grace that I am worthy to be pastor because Christ has made me worthy, just as Christ 
has made us all worthy for ministry. She offered her hand to me in support.  

Perhaps the most powerful moment for me in the service was when all the clergy gathered around and 
laid their hands on me as I was ordained into ministry. I could feel the heavy weight of their hands on my 
shoulders, and it felt as though the hands of the whole body of Christ across space and time were upon me, 
lifting me up to God. It was deeply humbling, a reminder of the saints who have gone before me, of the im-
portance of God’s ministry to the world, and of my place as one single member in Christ’s wide body, the 
church.  

Following the service, we gathered in the fellowship hall to enjoy a delicious meal and a meaningful time 
of fellowship. I am so grateful to everyone who was able to attend and for all those who worked so hard to 
make my ordination day so special. I will not forget this important day! 

Bishop Barbara Collins and 

Pastor Jim Vitale 



 

2 

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

“Whom shall I send, and who will 

go for us?” And I said,  

“Here am I; send me!”  

(Isaiah 6:8) 



 

3 

Drizzle Doesn’t Dampen Fall Fest 
A little bit of drizzle and cold weather didn’t 

dampen our annual hay ride on October 20. 

The group of brave souls left the church at 3 

p.m. They returned to a nice warm fellowship 

hall to enjoy homemade chili and hot dogs.  

The chili was prepared by members of the 

church who entered our annual chili cookoff. 

Winners of the contest were Faye Plummer 

for best overall and Corinne Beaver for 

her tongue scorcher version. 

Chili Winners Faye Plummer 

and Corinne Beaver 
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Thanksgiving Meal 
Our annual free Thanksgiving 

meal is set for Thursday, Novem-

ber 28 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

If you are able to help out in any 

way, please give Teresa Hoffman 

or Bobbi Leister a call. 

All Saints Remembered 
On All Saints Sunday, November 3 

we remembered those we lost this 

past year. Those members of our 

congregation and those close to us 

who passed since last All Saints Sun-

day included: Lois Lark, William Da-

vid Frye, Christine Spigelmyer, Mary 

Ellen Schuze, Mabel Wagner, Christopher Everly, 

Shirley Aumiller and John Wendt. 

Poinsettias 

The deadline for placing an order for 

poinsettias to decorate the chancel 

this Christmas is December 1. Order 

inserts are available in your bulletin.  

You may also purchase your own 

poinsettia and bring it in. Please keep with the red 

and white color scheme. If you wish to give your 

poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone spe-

cial, please notify the parish secretary no later than 

December 16, so it may be included in the Decem-

ber 22 and 24 bulletin insert. Your plant should be 

marked with your name, wrapped in foil (preferably 

green), and brought to the church by December 21. 

December Closet & Pantry 
The Closet and Pantry will be 

open from 8 to 10 a.m. Satur-

day, December 21. This is a 

week earlier than usual due to 

the Christmas holiday. Janu-

ary’s Closet and Pantry will return to its fourth week 

schedule. 

Join Us for Coffee Hour 
You are invited to spend time with 

your brothers and sisters in Christ 

following worship each Sunday 

morning. We invite you to sign-up 

to provide light refreshments 

each week. The sign-up sheet is 

located in the narthex. 

Selinsgrove Center Party 
The Youth Activities Committee is plan-

ning a Christmas party for our group of 

lovely ladies at Selinsgrove Center. The 

group is planning on going out for 

lunch and then head to the Center at 2 

p.m. If you would like to go along, 

please contact Bryon Beaver or Leslie 

Feehrer. 

Altar Guild 

Members Needed 
We are in great need of volunteers to 

help prepare the altar for worship.   

Duties include making sure the correct 

seasonal colors are displayed and the 

altar is prepared for communion. This 

takes about an hour at most before Sunday morn-

ing. Following worship, the altar guild is responsible 

for cleaning and putting away the communion items 

and collection plates. 

For more information, please see Bryon Beaver. 
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Wednesdays in Advent 
Please join us each Wednesday in 

Advent! A simple meal of soup and 

bread will be served at 6 p.m. Fol-

lowing the meal we will head to the 

nave for a Beaver favorite, Holden Evening Prayer at 

7 p.m. 

If you would like to donate items for Soup and 

Bread, a sign-up sheet is located in the narthex. 

Sing for Joy! 
If you enjoy singing Christmas car-

ols you will want to make sure to 

be with us on Sunday, December 

29! On that Sunday the church will 

be filled with song as we sing sever-

al of your favorite carols. 

Congregational Meeting 

Please mark your calendars. Our Annu-

al Congregational Meeting will be held 

Sunday, December 8 following worship. 

At this time the budget will be voted 

upon and Council members elected. 

If you are interested in being on Council, please see 

Council President, Bobbi Leister. 

Holiday Hours 

The Parish Office will be closed Thurs-

day, November 28 in observance of 

Thanksgiving. The office will also be 

closed on Thursday, December 26 and 

Thursday, January 2 in observance of 

Christmas and New Year’s.  The office 

will be open Monday and Tuesday of these weeks. 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving and New Year’s, and a 

Blessed Christmas! 

2020 Offering Envelopes 

The offering envelopes for 2020 will be 

available the first week of December. 

You will be able to find them on a table 

located in the narthex. If you are able to 

deliver envelopes to a shut-in, please do 

so. You will be helping out the church by saving 

postage, as well as perhaps making the day of some-

one who is alone. 

Please Join Us on Christmas Eve,  

Tuesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m.  

for our annual Candlelight Service. 

Giving Tree 2019 
We will be asking you to purchase gift 

cards for those in need this Christmas. 

You may choose from Saylor’s Market, 

Weis, Etzler’s Butcher Shop, Walmart, 

or Community Aide in any denomination you wish. 

The gift cards should be to the church by Dec. 15. 
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Those celebrating December Birthdays include: 

•Tannelle Erb, December 1 

•Leslie Feehrer and Tyler Saylor, December 2 

•Sandra Kantz, December 5 

•Hilma Rigel and Adam Romig, December 6 

•Austin Edmiston, December 7 

•Curtis Benner, December 9 

•Spencer Etzler, December 10 

•Sharon Benner, December 14 

•Lindsey Shultz, December 17 

•Gregory Hetrick Sr. and Teresa Hoffman, Decemer 20 

•Kevin Rager and Laci Shirey, December 27 

•William Frye, Austin McCardle, Joel Zerby, December 30 

•Lawrence Garrison, December 31 

Celebrating December Wedding Anniversaries are: 

†Gary & Crystal Wray, December 18 

†George & Mitzi Saylor, December 22 

Those celebrating January Birthdays include: 

•James Krebs, January 1 

•Bree Royer, January 2 

•Paul Lepley, Lana Plummer, Courtney Shirey, January 3 

•Colt Michael Portzline, January 4 

•Linda Sassaman, January 6 

•Robert Bowersox, January 8 

•Morgan Sassaman, January 11 

•Reece Furgison, January 14 

•Michael McCardle, January 18 

•Roxanne Edmiston, January 20 

•Sara Mattern, January 23 

•Erman Lepley Jr., January 25 

•Lisa Mattern,  January 27 

•Carole McCardle, January 29 

•Lauryn Goss and Molly Shirey, January 30 

•Sue Nerhood, January 31 

Those with January Wedding Anniversaries are: 

†Allen & L. Teresa Bailey, January 9 

†Terry & Tamara Brouse, January 10 

†Thomas & Teresa Hoffman, January 29 

Let’s Celebrate! 

It’s a Girl! 
Congratulations to Barrett and Emilee 

Shaffer of Middleburg, on the birth of a 

daughter, Aria Anne Shaffer on Septem-

ber 18 at 9:18 p.m. Aria weighed 5 

pounds, 11 ounces at birth and was 17-1/2 inches 

long. Proud grandparents are Dave and Lisa Wagner 

and Ronald and Denise Shaffer. 

Congratulations also goes out to Deb Kline on the birth of a great-granddaughter, Zorianna Zena Jackson on 

October 2. The baby is the daughter of Deb’s grandson Matthew and his fiancé Katie of Middleburg. Zorianna 

weighed 9 pounds, 9 ounces and was 19.6 inches long at birth. 

Zorianna Zena Jackson Aria Ann Shaffer 


