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Prayer Room Returns during Holy Week 

Beaver Lutheran Church 

COMMENTARY 

Last year Leslie Feehrer and Mike Frye put together a Prayer 

Room during Holy Week. Members of the congregation were 

encouraged to stop by to light a candle and pray. The room was 

available all day, every day through Holy Week. The two will 

once again prepare the room in the hopes that those using it will 

find a sense of peace. 

The idea for the Prayer Room came from a room that was set aside at the 2012 
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans, Louisiana. The two were chaper-
ones for our youth.  

If you need to be in the church while the Prayer Room is operating, and do not 
plan on making use of the Room at that time, please remember to keep silent. 

Wednesdays in Lent 

Each Wednesday in Lent we meet at 6 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for a sim-

ple meal of Soup and Bread. There is a 

sign-up sheet located in the narthex 

for those wishing to provide items for 

the meal. 

Following Soup and Bread, we travel 
to the sanctuary for Holden Evening 

Prayer. It is a much-loved tradition at Beaver. It is 
led by Leslie Feehrer and Greta Wagner, with 
Michelle Bixler accompanying them. If you have 
never attended this service before, we encourage 
you to come. It is about one-half hour long and is a 
very moving experience. 

 

 

Our Holy Week schedule begins on Palm Sunday, 

April 14, with Pastor Matthew preaching. On this 

day we begin with a procession into the church 

carrying palm branches and hear the reading of 

The Passion. 

Our Maundy Thursday service will be held at Mes-

siah Lutheran Church in Troxelville, on April 18. 

A Tenebrae Service will be held at Beaver on Good 

Friday, April 19. We will be hosting our friends 

from Messiah that evening.  

The Resurrection of Our Lord will be celebrated at 
10:15 a.m. when the Alleluia returns on Sunday, 
April 21. The Rev. Anna Ritter-Esborn will be 
preaching. 
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Call Committee Installed March 17 

Pastor Schuster installs our Call Committee, (l-r) Bobbi 

Leister, Richard Mattern, Leslie Feehrer, Bev Frye, 

Deanna Biokhart and Renee Beaver. Missing is Howard 

Benner. 

The call committee gathered 

for their first official meeting 

on Thursday March 14, 2019. 

Pastor Miller, Assistant to 

the Bishop, met with the 

committee to discuss their 

roles, offer advice, support and resources.   Pas-

tor Miller prepared the committee for the possi-

bility that the search process could take any-

where from a few months to a few years.  The 

committee was installed during the following 

Sunday’s worship service and is looking for-

ward to taking its next steps toward preparing 

to interview candidates in the near future. 

The Committee consists of Renee Beaver, How-

ard Benner, Deanna Bickhart, Leslie Feehrer, 

Bev Frye, Bobbi Leister and Richard Mattern. 

2019 Church Council 

The 2019 Church Council and All 

Saints Fund committee members 

were installed during the worship 

service on February 3. Members of 

the Church Council include: Sharon 

Benner and Richard Mattern, Class 

of 2019; Michael Frye (Council Vice-President), 

Teresa Hoffman (Secretary), Bobbi Leister (Council 

President) and Bryon Beaver, Class of 2020; and 

Linda Sassaman, Jean Melton, Albert Bickhart, Jr. 

and Joseph Feehrer, Jr., Class of 2021. Church 

Treasurer and non-voting member is Greta Wag-

ner. 

Our All Saints Committee consists of Richard Mat-

tern (Council Representative), Dallas Klingler, 

Carole Morgan and Erman Lepley, Jr. Committee 

treasurer is Susie Kantz, non-voting member. 

Please keep these faithful servants in your prayers. 

Pastor Matthew’s Vacation 

Pastor Matthew will be on 

away on vacation from April 

29 through May 17.  

Please call Pastor Jones at 570-

765-2578 if there is an emer-

gency. 

Easter Flower Order Deadline 

Deadline to order Easter Flow-

ers is Sunday, April 7. Cost and 

variety of flowers offered is the 

same as in previous years. Or-

der forms are inserted in each 

Sunday’s bulletin. If you are 

unable to obtain an order 

form, please call the church 

office at 570-658-2001. 
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Youth Activities Planned 

The Youth Activities Committee 

met Sunday, March 17 to plan 

for the spring season. 

Plans are for the Youth Group to 

go on an outing to Waterville on 

April 13 to hike on the Rails to Trails and have a 

campfire cookout. 

Look for “Buds, Suds & Grub” for Mother’s Day on 

May 11. This involves a car wash, flower sale and 

bake sale. 

Also discussed were a barbecue chicken and bagged 

lunch sales. Dates for those are yet to be deter-

mined. 

The youth are also willing to offer their services to 

do small improvements to the church building. 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Scheduled for April 20 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday, 

April 20. All children of the church up to age 12 are invited 

to join in the fun! 

Donations of plastic eggs and individually wrapped candy should be 
brought to the church no later than Palm Sunday, April 14. 

CML Registrations Due 

The sounds of happy 

campers will soon fill the 

air at Camp Mount Luther 

near Mifflinburg. If your 

child would like to attend 

any one of their week-long 

camps, the church is prepared to pay their camp-

ing fees for one week from an endowment from the 

All Saints Fund. Registrations must be in to the 

church office no later than April 7. 

Please go to the camp’s website at 
www.campmountluther.org or check out the bro-
chures that can be found on the table in the nar-
thex.  

Send Some Cheer 
Delilah Worthington, daughter of Kelly 
and Mike Worthington, and granddaugh-
ter of Loretta and Leon Bickhart, is recu-
perating from a bone marrow transplant 
and doing well. She is presently staying at 

the Ronald McDonald House. If you would like to 
send her a card, her address is: Room 201, 3925 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104. 

Altar Flowers Available 

The next Sunday available on 
the Altar Flower Chart is April 
7. If you would like to pur-
chase flowers for that Sunday, 
please contact the church of-
fice or place your name on the 
Altar Flower Chart which is located in the narthex. 
Cost of the flowers is $35.  

There are several openings throughout the year. 
Please prayerfully consider placing flowers in 
memory of or in honor of a loved one, or in cele-
bration of a special event. Or, simply to the Glory of 
God! 

http://www.campmountluther.org
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Update Your Information 

Pastor Matthew has requested that mem-

bers of the congregation provide the 

church office with their current cell 

phone numbers as well as email address-

es. It is hoped that having cell phone numbers will 

make it easier to communicate any future weather 

closings by text message. 

Email addresses are helpful to send out reminders 
to those who are scheduled to serve on Sunday. 

Cindy Mansberger, Exec-

utive Director of Cross-

roads Pregnancy Center 

in Lewistown, visited 

with the Adult Sunday 

School Class on Sunday, 

March 17. 

The CPC is a ministry that has supported those fac-

ing an unplanned pregnancy since 1985. The Cen-

ter believes in the sanctity of human life as taught 

in the Bible, and therefore educate women of posi-

tive options for their pregnancy, providing good, 

accurate information and confidential support and 

spiritual guidance. They provide referrals for medi-

cal care, social services, legal aide, and pastoral 

counsel, as well as educational resources, material 

assistance, and much more. 

Crossroads’ Baby Bottle Boomerang returns on 

Mother’s Day, May 12! Empty baby bottles will be 

available in the narthex. Please take one and fill it 

with your extra change and return it on Father’s 

Day, June 16.  

Baby Bottle Boomerang Returns 

Crossroads Representative Visits Adult Class 

Guide to Blanket Sunday 
If you are interested in do-

nating hand-made quilts for 

Lutheran World Relief’s and 

the Women of the ELCA’s 

Blanket Sunday in October, 

here are a few guidelines for 

you. 

Quilts (and blankets) should 

measure about 60”x80”. This size best serves adult 

recipients, and children as they grow older. 

Quilt tops and bottoms can be made from whole 

pieces of fabric or any type of patchwork. 

Since the quilts will be washed frequently and used 

for many purposes, sturdy fabrics should be used.  

Please do NOT donate items with religious symbols, 

messages or other logos on them. Also, nothing 

with the U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols 

should be donated. This includes camouflage. 

Copies of the instructions are posted on the bulletin 

board in the hallway. Please feel free to take a copy. 

Information on making knotted fleece blankets is 
also available. 

Blood Drive April 18 
The Red Cross will conduct its annual 
blood drive here at Beaver Lutheran 
Church on Thursday, April 18 from 1 
to 6 p.m. 

Marriage Encounter Weekends 

Time is running out to sign up for the 
spring Lutheran Marriage Encounter 
Weekend! Spring weekends are April 5-7 
in State College and April 26-28 in Lan-
caster. If you are interested, Pastor Mat-
thew will pay the registration fee for any couple 
who desire to attend. For more information, please 
see the flyer on the bulletin board in the hallway. 
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Those celebrating birthdays during the months of April and May 

include: 

 Donald Watson, April 1. 

 Rylan Feehrer and Eimlee Shaffer, April 3. 

 Andrea Schuck, April 4. 

 Braxton Fike, April 10. 

 Alec Klose, April 12. 

 Darren Shultz, April 15. 

 Mitzi Saylor, April 16. 

 Linda Romig, April 17. 

 Dallas Klingler, April 18. 

 Jake Plummer, April 19. 

 Greta Wagner, April 22. 

 Michael Frye, Isabella Furgison and Fred Krebs, April 23. 

 Howard Benner III, April 26. 

 Daniel Edmiston, Weston Shultz and Jerre Thomas, April 27. 

 Jenelle VanHorn, May 6. 

 Jill Kline and Morgan Stone, May 7. 

 Stacey Keefer and Skyler Sassaman, May 15. 

 Jeffrey Markley, May 17. 

 Leon Bickhart and Erman Lepley, May 20. 

 Chelsea Krebs, May 22. 

 Ty Benner and Maggie Etzler, May 23. 

 Thomas Rigel, May 26. 

 Betsy Ann Klingler, May 28. 

 Jean Melton, May 31. 

 

Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries are: 

 Matthew & Ann Zerby, April 14. 

 Craig & Greta Wagner, May 2. 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
We extend our deepest sympathy to the families of Christopher Everly and 

Shirley Aumiller, who passed away in February. 

Christopher was the son of Erin (Master) Ponchak and the late Donald Everly, 

and stepson of Robert Ponchak. His maternal great-grandparents are Ed and 

Karen Swab. 

Shirley leaves behind her husband, Carman and daughter and granddaugh-

ter, Dee and Alex Hockenberry. 

Our Heavenly Father is no stranger to sorrow. He sees and understands your 
pain. May you sense his loving hand and be comforted. Please keep these 
families in your prayers as they continue to grieve. 
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‘I vant…your blood!!’ 
 

 Just five weeks from the day that I am writing this, we will be gathered to-

gether at Messiah for worship on Maundy Thursday. Maundy Thursday is the an-

tepenultimate (fancy word for ‘next-to-the-next-to-the-last’) day of Lent. But is it 

also the day on which we begin to focus, however reluctantly, on blood—Christ’s 

blood. Maundy Thursday is “the night in which He was betrayed,” as we remem-

ber and recite in every celebration of the Eucharist. That night on which Judas 

handed Jesus over to the Roman and Jewish authorities would stretch on into a 

sham trial before Pilate and culminate with Jesus being viciously whipped by Ro-

man soldiers trained specially for the purpose of inflicting as much pain as possi-

ble upon their victims. Our Lord’s back was torn to shreds by this torture, allowing 

His lifeblood to flow unhindered down His legs and into the earth.  

 The bloodbath didn’t stop there, of course. Much more was to flow as He was nailed to a cross and 
left to hang there until He at last gave up His spirit. But He didn’t give up on you and me. He didn’t seek to 
avoid the punishment which rightly should have been ours. Jesus hung in there on that cross because He 
loves us more than His own life, and He wanted to fulfill His Father’s will that all who repent and turn to 
Him in faith may receive forgiveness and live; remember the penitent thief who hung beside Him, and who 
received the promise that he would enter into Jesus’ kingdom. Yes, it was a bloody mess, Jesus’ Passion was, 
but it was all for the sake of a bloodthirsty and lost world of sinners.  

 How fitting it is, then, that the Red Cross will be holding a blood drive at Beaver on—you guessed 
it—Maundy Thursday, April 18th. The blood that’s collected that day will go to help people in need. Giving 
blood is a giving not only of one’s time; it’s a giving of one’s very self. Donating blood is self-sacrificial giv-
ing, the kind of giving Christ modeled for us to the ultimate degree as He gave His life in place of ours.  

 So on April 18th, take some time to stop by the church before you come out for worship at Messiah. 
Share your blood, and by doing so, share the gift of life with someone who needs it, desperately. After all, 
it’s nothing other than what Christ did, Himself.  

 

Pax! 

From the Pastor 

Pastor Matthew Schuster 


