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Ready for Lift Off! 
“Houston … We Have A Gathering!” 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the 

ELCA gather for a week of faith formation, service and fellowship known as the ELCA 

Youth Gathering.  

In recent years, Beaver Lutheran has sent youth to the Gathering in New Orleans in 

2012, Detroit in 2015 and now Houston. Most of the youth who were eligible to attend 

more than one Gathering, did so happily.  

The kids work hard during the off years to raise money for the event. Travel, housing and meals in addi-

tion to the Gathering itself, make this an expensive endeavor. The kids would like to thank each and every 

one of you that donated items toward a fundraiser, or came out and bought a meal, etc. Your caring 

helped make this happen for them. A special thanks needs to be made to the members of the All Saints 

Fund committee, as well. 

This year’s happy Gathering Goers include Alex Beaver 

and Alex Hockenberry, who attended the 2012 Gather-

ing; and newcomers Gavin and Lauryn Goss. Youth 

Leaders, Leslie Feehrer and Bryon Beaver, will also be 

attending. This is the third time for Leslie, Bryon’s sec-

ond. 

The youth will leave for Houston during the early morn-

ing hours of Sunday, June 24 and be returning the fol-

lowing Sunday, July 1. Because our group of travelers 

will not be with us on June 24, they will be blessed dur-

ing the liturgy on Sunday, June 17. A time of fellowship 

will follow the service. (Graduates will also be acknowl-

edged June 17.) 

Fundraisers help send our teens to the ELCA Youth 

Gathering every three years. 
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The Youth Group camped out at the 

church on Friday, May 11 and Satur-

day, May 12. Their main goal was to 

give the nursery a much-needed 

fresh coat of paint. A huge thanks 

goes out to Dan Rigel for preparing the walls for 

paint and donating 

the paint and sup-

plies.  

While the kids were 

there folks stopped 

by for beautiful 

planters and hang-

ing baskets pre-

pared for the group 

by Melody Folk to 

sell for Mother’s Day. The Mother’s Day Plant Sale has become a beauti-

ful tradition. Thank you everyone for purchasing a planter … or two … or three. Proceeds from the sale 

will go to help defray the travel expense to the Youth Gathering. 

Youth Spend Productive Weekend ‘Camping Out’ 

Front (l-r): Lana Plummer, Corinne Beaver; Middle: Leslie 

Feehrer, Alex Beaver, Lauryn Goss, Vaughn Phelps; Back: 

Gavin Goss and Bryon Beaver. Absent was Alex 

Hockenberry. 

Alex Hockenberry  

Desk For Sale 
A member of 

the communi-

ty has donated 

a very nice, 

slightly used 

computer desk 

to Beaver’s 

Youth Group. 

It is being 

offered for 

sale for $125. All proceeds will go toward the ex-

penses of the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. The 

desk is located in the Education Wing hallway. If 

you are interested, please see Leslie Feehrer or 

Bryon Beaver. 

We will be acknowledging our two 

high school graduates, Alex 

Hockenberry and Devan Leister, on 

Sunday, June 17. Please come on 

out and show your support. A time 

of fellowship will follow the liturgy. 

The Youth attending the Youth Gathering will also 

be blessed that morning. 

Graduate Sunday 
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Con-GRAD-ulations! 

Alex Hockenberry will be graduating from Midd-West High School June 

1. She is the daughter of Deidre Hockenberry, Roy Straub and the late Randy 

Hockenberry.  

Alex will be attending Susquehanna University in the fall, majoring in Music 

Education with a possible minor in Political Science.  

She enjoys hanging out with friends and making music any way she can. Her 

favorite thing to do is watch the rain and attend rock concerts with friends. 

Devan Leister graduated from SUN Area Technical School on May 23 with 

a certificate in Electrical. He will then graduate on June 1 from Midd-West 

High School. Devan is the son of Harold and Bobbi Leister of Middleburg. 

Devan was active in Midd-West sports, playing soccer and baseball, and was 

a member of the ski club throughout his high school career.  

At SUN Tech he attended the state Skills Competition for Motor Control and 

finished fourth. He will be furthering his education at Penn College, majoring 

in Forestry Technology. He plans on playing on the college soccer team. 

Katherine B. Nese, daughter of Gwen and Dr. Jon Nese, and granddaughter of 

Jack and Sandi Kaufman, graduated May 5 from Penn State University. She gradu-

ates with a degree in Nutrition and will do post graduate work in Tennessee. 
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Church Council has begun the pro-

cess of developing the Ministry Site 

Profile for the congregation. This is 

the first step in the process to call a 

new pastor to serve at BLC. The 

Council wants your input in this pro-

cess so that the profile can accu-

rately reflect the congregation’s values.  

In order to do this a guided conversation will be 

held during our worship on June 10. Pastor Craig 

Miller, Assistant to Bishop Collins, will lead us in 

discussing questions about our sense of purpose, 

values and mission. Our liturgy will be altered to 

accommodate this very important conversation. 

Pastor Miller also will meet with adults and youth 

during the Sunday School hour.  

Please plan on attending. 

Call Process to begin 

Give Us Your Input June 10 

On Easter Sunday we blessed and 

began using the Pew Bibles that 

were purchased by members of the 

congregation. If you would like to 

purchase a Bible in memory of or in 

honor of a loved one, or to the Glory of God, you 

may still do so. We will continue to take orders 

and another order will be placed. Order envelopes 

are located on the table in the narthex. 

Pew Bibles Are Now In Use 

Church Office Closed 
 

 

 

 

The Church Office will be Closed Monday, 

May 28 in Observance of Memorial Day. 

Please take some time to reflect on the sacri-

fices so many men and women have made to 

protect our freedoms. 

If you would like to share your musical talent with 

us over the summer, or if you know of someone 

who would, please contact Michelle Bixler. We 

would be overjoyed to have you take part in the 

liturgy! 

Share Your Talents! 

Have a Very Happy 

Birthday, Arla! 

A very special birthday is 

right around the corner 

for a very special lady! Ar-

la Ritter will be celebrat-

ing her 100th birthday on 

June 16. Please shower 

her with birthday wishes. 

Her mailing address is: 29 

Grayson View Court, 

Room 239, Selinsgrove, 

PA 17870-8347. She would also enjoy a visit if you 

are in the area, but please note that she will be 

spending her big day with her daughter. 
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Scheduled to fill the pulpit the month of June is: 

†June 3: Pastor Anna Ritter-Esborn 

†June 10: Pastor Craig Miller 

†June 17: Pastor Matthew Schuster 

†June 24: Kenneth Stitley, ALWL 

The Pulpit Supply List for July has not yet been re-

ceived by the church office. 

Our Supply List 

In Sympathy ... 
We extend our deepest sympathies to two fami-

lies of Beaver Lutheran Church. 

Loretta Bickhart’s brother, Harold Hummel, 

passed away in late April. Faye Plummer’s mother, 

Florence Renninger, passed away the beginning 

of May. 

Our Heavenly Father is no stranger to sorrow. He 

sees and understands your pain. May you sense 

his loving hand and be comforted. 

Please continue to pray for the Bickhart and Plum-

mer families. 

CARDS OF THANKS 
I would like to thank those who remembered me and my family with cards of sympathy and prayers, dur-

ing the difficult time of my mother’s passing. – Faye Plummer 

 

On behalf of the Snyder-Union-Northumberland Habitat for Humanity Board, I wish to thank you for the 

donation to our organization through the Raise the Region event. – Sandra N. Hopkins, Development 

Officer 

 

Dear Youth Activities Committee – We have received your very kind February 2018 donation of $231 and 

are gratified by your support of Meals 4 Mustangs. We couldn’t do it without the generous help of com-

munity groups likes yours. On behalf of the entire Board, thank you! – Amy McGlaughlin, Mobilizer 
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Those members of the Beaver Lutheran Church family celebrating birthdays in June are: 

•Brandon Phelps, June 2 

•Crystal Wray, June 3 

•Anthony Bishop, June 5 

•Baylee Bruner, George Etzler, Vaughn Phelps, June 8 

•Kaitlyn Shrawder, June 10 

•Renee Beaver, Elizabeth Schuck, Matthew Zerby, June 11 

•Angela Hockenbrock, June 12 

•Isabel Zerby, Autumn Sassaman, June 13 

•Michaela Wagner, June 14 

•Arla Ritter, June 16 

•Annette Goodling, June 18 

•Scott Haines, Payne Wagner, June 24 

•Nicole Gesselman, June 25 

 

Those members of the Beaver Lutheran Church family celebrating birthdays in July are: 

•Lori Shrawder, July 3 

•Richard Shirey Jr., July 8 

•Jerett Feehrer, July 9 

•Joseph Mattern, July 10 

•Cody McCardle, Jared Pheasant, Richard Shirey Sr., July 11 

•Cyrus Bickhart, Zane Leister, July 14 

•Maureen Boyer, Cheyenne Sassaman, July 17 

•Jerry Plummer II, July 19 

•Sandra Klose, July 21 

•Laine Phelps, Lincoln Phelps, July 26 

•Angela Frye, July 27 

•Coy Miller, Jessica Royer, July 28 

 

 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES INCLUDE: 

†Albert & Deanna Bickhart, Erman & 

Evelyn Lepley, Darren & Lindsey Shultz, 

Galen & Bobbie Goss, June 2. 

†Scott & Sara Mattern, June 11 

†Nathan & Kimberly Bickhart, June 13 

†Wayne & Amber McCardle, June 16 

†Douglas & Jill Kline, June 21 

†Howard & Sharon Benner, June 25 

†Carole & Edward Bendick, June 29 

 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES INCLUDE: 

†Dallas & Betsy Ann Klingler, July 1 

†Richard & Faye Plummer, July 17 


