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COMMENTARY 

The Family of God at Beaver Lu-
theran Church welcomed our 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ from 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Troxelville to this year’s 
annual candlelight Christmas Eve 
service. The service was presided 
over by Pastor Matthew Schuster. 

One hundred sixty-four people attended.  

A bell choir performed “Joy to the World,” “The First 
Noel,” and “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 
during the prelude. The group consisted of mem-
bers of both Messiah and Beaver and included: Alex-
andria Beaver, Leslie Feehrer, Karen Lauver, Haley 
Lepley, Kina Lepley, Sara Mattern, Jenelle Moyer, 
Tara Rau, Olivia Sauers and Greta Wager. Michelle 

Bixler, our lead musician, directed. 

Our own St. Nicholas Choir, directed by Renee Beaver and Leslie 
Feehrer, sang “Bethlehem Night” by T.D. Taylor, as the Canticle of 
Praise. The choir includes: Ariel and Chloe Boyer, Katie and Penny 
Plummer, Autumn, Kaylee and Mackenzie Sassaman, Aleah and 
Weston Shultz, Emma and Liam Wagner, and Laurabelle Zerby. 

The all-female adult choir sang “She Wrapped Up the Light” by R. 
Horn as the offering anthem and “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby 
Boy” by Dorothy and Tom Christopherson during communion. 
They also led the Psalm. Michelle Bixler, organist and Parish Choir 
director at Beaver and Messiah, conducted. Sopranos were: Alex-

andria Beaver, Leslie Feehrer, Shana Klingler, Carlie Lepley and Haley Lepley; Alto I: Renee Beaver, 
Kathy Bingman and Tara Rau; and Alto II: Corinne Beaver, Sara Mattern and Greta Wagner. Craig Bing-
man played the djembe during “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy.”  

Lay assistants consisted of members of both churches as well. Our Assisting Minister was Teresa Hoff-
man.  Acolytes were Lana Plummer, Michael Harris and Trevor Harris, while Gavin Goss and Lauryn Goss 

Pastor Matthew surrounds himself with children during his 

sermon on Christmas Eve. 

Continued on next page. 
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were torchbearers. Lectors included Sandra Kaufman and Craig Bingman. Communion Assistants were 
Bryon Beaver, Joseph Feehrer, Marcus Klingler, Tammie Wagner, Karen Lauver and Barb Fultz. Ushers 
were Dallas Klingler, Michaela Wagner and Robert and Tammie Wagner. Dallas and Betsy Ann Klingler 
were greeters.  

We would like to thank all those who helped make this a very special Christmas Eve for both congrega-
tions. Our Altar Guild members, Jean Melton and Bryon Beaver, deserve a special thank you. 

A Message from Pastor Matthew … 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thank you so very much for the exceptionally generous $100 cash Christmas gift which you gave to me. 
You may be pleased to know that it was included as part of the loose offering on Christmas Eve, which 
went to support the By Grace women and children’s shelter in Middleburg. 

Thank you as well for the delicious Russell Stover chocolates. They most certainly did not go anywhere 
other than in our thankful stomachs! 

Pax, 

     Pastor Matthew 
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At the congregational meeting 
held December 10, the following 
were elected to serve on Church 
Council: Bryon Beaver, Bobbi 

Leister, Mike Frye and Teresa Hoffman. Carole 
Morgan was elected to the All Saints Fund com-
mittee; and Sharon and Howard Benner will serve 
as Synod Assembly representatives. Please keep 
these newly elected persons in your prayers. 

The newly-elected council members will join: Lin-
da Sassaman, Bobbie Goss, Jean Melton, Isabel 
Zerby, Sharon Benner and Rich Mattern. 

Class of 2020 Elected 
You may have noticed some 
changes to the order in which we 
have been receiving communion. 
If you are scheduled to be an 
usher, please be aware that the 
Parish Choir will now commune 
first. This gives them time to return to the choir 
loft to sing communion hymns.  

The choir will now follow the communion assis-
tant to the bottom of the chancel. After the choir 
has received communion, the ushers may begin 
their normal routine of communing themselves 
and ushering the congregation. 

A Little Change to Communion 

Helpers of all ages stayed following 
our congregational meeting on De-
cember 10 to prepare the church for 
Christmas. The tree (once again do-
nated by Thistle Down Farm) was set 
up and adorned with lights and a 

crown. Garland was hung, as was the large 
wreath in the choir loft. It is always an enjoyable 
experience. Thanks to those of you who stayed to 
help set up. 

We would like to thank Bryon Beaver and Mike 
Frye for erecting our outdoor Nativity Scene for 
the first Sunday in Advent. It has been several 
years since it has been up and it was a welcomed 
sight. 

Hanging the Greens 

Laurabelle Zerby watches her father, Matt, place the 

animals in the manger scene. 

All committees and organizations 
of the church are reminded that an 
annual year-end report is required 
from them. Reports are due to the 
office no later than February 11.  

The reports will be included in the 
annual Bulletin of Reports and will 

be presented at a congregational meeting Febru-
ary 25. 

Bulletin of Reports 
The 2018 offering envelopes 
have been available for several 
weeks now. If you have not 
done so, please pick up your 
packet as soon as possible. They 
are located on a table in the nar-
thex. Please feel free to deliver 
envelopes to those who do not get to church of-
ten. 

2018 Offering Envelopes 
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In Search of Acolytes 

We are currently seeking people to 
serve as acolytes. Although typical-
ly, children begin around the third 
grade, those older (even much old-
er) are also welcome to serve. 

Acolytes light the altar candles, car-
ry the cross, distribute and collect 

the offering plates, and assist with communion. 
While learning, they will be assigned to serve 
with older acolytes and will only be assigned du-
ties that they are able to handle.  

If you or your child are interested, please see 
Mike Frye or Bryon Beaver. 

Souper Bowl of Caring Feb. 4 

This year’s Souper Bowl of Caring 
will be held Sunday, February 4. 
Together we can turn the nation’s 
largest weekend of football into 
the largest weekend of caring! 
Bring your donations to tackle 

hunger and poverty, and bring your appetite to 
enjoy some fresh, home-cooked soup following 
worship.  

Hosted by the Youth Group, Souper Bowl of Car-
ing helps young people across America develop a 
stronger connection to their communities by car-
ing for their neighbors in need.  

The 2018 Altar Flower Chart is currently located 
in the narthex. There are many Sundays available. 
Please prayerfully consider purchasing flowers.  

The cost of the flowers is $35 for the two ar-
rangements which you may take with you follow-
ing worship. Payment for the flowers may be 
made using the Flower Fund envelopes located 
near the guest book in the narthex. Please make 
sure that the Parish Secretary gets the infor-
mation you wish to include in the bulletin no lat-
er than the Thursday before your flowers will ap-
pear. 

Altar Flower Chart 

Your marriage relationship is 
one of the things in life that 
provides the greatest potential 
for happiness. Is yours living 
up to this potential? Please 
make 2018 the year you resolve to attend a Lu-
theran Marriage Encounter Weekend to learn how 
to maximize the joy and intimacy that God intends 
for your marriage. The following weekends have 
been scheduled with one more to be added in 
Massachusetts in the fall. 

*March 16-18 at Heritage Hotel in Lancaster. 
*April 6-8 at Toftrees Golf Resort in State College. 
*September 14-16 at Spruce Lake Retreat in Cana-
densis (located in the Poconos north of Allen-
town). 
*October 19-21 at Olmsted Retreat Center in the 
Allegheny National Forest, two hours north of 
Pittsburgh. 

Two nights lodging, five meals for each of you, and 
all supplies are included with your $100 per cou-
ple registration. 

Sign up at your earliest convenience by going to 
the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org. For 
questions, or if you would like a brochure with 
registration form, contact Northeast US Directors 
of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred and Julie 
Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or fjscham-
ber@comcast.net. 

Please note that Pastor Matthew will pay the $100 
registration fee for any couple interested in attend-
ing.  

Marriage Encounter 

Weekends Announced 

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
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By Bobbi Leister 

This year’s Thanksgiving meal was a huge 
success! We served 155 people not includ-
ing those who helped serve and prepare 
the meal. So much help goes into preparing 
as well as serving the meal. The first step in 
preparation is the donation of food for 
those to prepare. Beaver Lutheran has al-
ways been so generous in their donations 
for the meal. Thanks to the congregation 

for all those who donate food items.  

Preparations starts on Monday during Thanksgiving week. A 
lot of work is done during the day so we depend on those 
who are retired and can offer their time for the preparation. 
Thank you to all of those that donated their time during the 
week of preparation to make the meal a success.  

On Thanksgiving day there is a lot of help that is required to 
prepare the meal and serve the meal to those who are able to 
enjoy the generosity of Beaver Lutheran. Some of the resi-
dents of Conewago showed their commitment to Community 
Service as they were the faces that set up the fellowship hall, served the meal, and assisted in the clean-
up efforts. We saw some new faces this year helping to prepare and serve. Some members of Messiah 
Lutheran helped as well. We could not have made it a success without the commitment from Beaver Lu-
theran Church. Thank you very much! 

Annual Thanksgiving Day Meal is Another Success! 

Neighbors helping neighbors. 

Our Supply List 
The following is a list of our 
Supply Persons for the 
months  of January and Feb-
ruary. Please take time to 
welcome them while they 
are here. 

•January 7: Pastor William 
Esborn. 

•January 14: Amy Shuck, ALWL 
•January 21: Pastor Matthew 
•January 28: Pastor Anna Ritter-Esborn 
•February 4: Pastor William Esborn 
•February 11: Mindelle Bartholomew, ALWL 
•February 14: Pastor Matthew 
•February 18: Pastor Matthew 
•February 25: Amy Shuck, ALWL 

Gideon Visit  

Imagine life without God’s 
Word. What if you wanted a 
copy of the Bible, but couldn’t 
afford or find one? What if you 
didn’t even know it existed? 
Millions of people are living 
their lives with no access to 
the Scriptures. With your help and prayers for 
Gideons International, we can get God’s Word 
into their hands.  

A Gideon will be with us to share more about this 
remarkable ministry on Sunday, February 4. He 
will be visiting with the Adult Class and also give 
a brief testimonial during worship. 
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Those celebrating January birthdays are: 
⧫James Krebs, Jan. 1 
⧫Bree Boyer, Jan. 2 
⧫Paul Lepley, Lana Plummer, Courtney Shirey, Jan. 3 
⧫Emma Wagner, Colt Portzline, Jan. 4 
⧫Linda Sassaman, Jan. 6 
⧫Robert Bowersox, Jan. 8 
⧫Morgan Sassaman, Jan. 11 
⧫Reece Furgison, Jan. 14 
⧫Michael McCardle, Jan. 18 
⧫Roxanne Edmiston, Jan. 20 
⧫Sara Mattern, Jan. 23 
⧫Erman Lepley, Jr., Jan. 25 
⧫Lisa Mattern, Jan. 27 
⧫Carole McCardle, Jan. 29 
⧫Lauryn Goss, Molly Shirey, Jan. 30 
⧫Sue Nerhood, Jan. 31 
 
Celebrating February birthdays are: 
⧫Eric Fogel, Feb. 3 
⧫Landen Thomas, Feb. 4 
⧫Shanin Miller, Feb. 10 
⧫Chloe Fegley, Feb. 13 
⧫Douglas Mattern, Feb. 14 
⧫Amber McCardle, Feb. 15 
⧫Deidre Hockenberry, Feb. 19 
⧫Timothy Benner, Lois Mattern, Feb. 23 
⧫Chad Briggs, Joseph Feehrer, Jr., Amber Furgison, Feb. 26 
⧫Teresa Bishop, James Etzler, Henry Zerby, Feb. 28 

Those celebrating January wedding anni-
versaries  include: 
†Allen & L. Teresa Bailey, Jan. 9 
†Tamara & Terry Brouse, Jan. 10 
†Thomas & Teresa Hoffman, Jan. 29 
 
February wedding anniversaries include: 
†Joseph & Leslie Feehrer, Feb. 8 
†Todd & Nicole Gesselman, Feb. 19 
†John & Sandra Kaufman, Feb. 22 

Happy Birthday 

Little Ones! 
We would like to wish a very happy 
first birthday to Colt Michael Portz-
line on January 4; and to Morgan 
Renee Sassaman on January 11. 

Colt is the son of Abby Gesselman 
and Travis Portzline. Morgan is the 

daughter of Michael and Courtney Sassaman. 

 

In Loving Memory 

Ruth E. 

Garrison 
June 7, 1921 —  

December 7, 2017 

 

 

We extend our deepest sympathy to her children, 

David, Lawrence and Kaylene; daughter-in-law Jane; 

nine grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; and four great-great-

grandchildren. 

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; 
and let perpetual light shine upon her. 


