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A Message from our Interim 

“For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we 
are awake or asleep we might live with Him. Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.”  

 Grace and peace to all from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. With this, my first newsletter column as your interim pastor, allow me to 
say how privileged I feel to be serving in this capacity. I have always enjoyed the 
numerous times I have supplied at Beaver for Sunday morning worship, and the 
congregation’s combined worship services with Messiah during Lent of this year 
were a joy for me and, I believe, a blessing for all from both churches who attend-
ed. So, I thank both our Lord and God Jesus, and you, the good people of Beaver 
Lutheran, for the opportunity to walk with you during your time of prayerful dis-
cernment and preparation to eventually call a new, full-time pastor.  
 The words above are from the fourth chapter of St. Paul’s First Letter to 
the Thessalonians, verses 9-11. I wanted to share the first sentence with you be-
cause it so clearly proclaims to us the Good News of Jesus Christ. Our God is a lov-
ing God who does not want us to perish, but instead to receive salvation through 
faith in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. But more than this, the apostle tells us that 
God has “destined” us “to obtain salvation.” The language of “destiny” is signifi-
cant: it speaks of a done deal! God has called us through the Gospel, sanctifies us 

by the Holy Spirit through His Word and Sacraments, and will at the last day bring us into the fullness of His kingdom togeth-
er with all the faithful saints who have gone before us. This Gospel truth gives us comfort for our daily living in an increasing-
ly dark world.  
 But I also wanted to lift up these words of Paul because of what he says in the second sentence: “Therefore encourage 
one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.” Here St. Paul presents encouragement as a logical and neces-
sary effect of hearing and believing the Gospel of Jesus. So, let me begin the encouragement by encouraging you. Beaver is a 
much healthier congregation, spiritually speaking, than it was during the long period over which I supplied on Sundays as 
Rev. Dr. Martin was recuperating from her back surgery. Her wise ministry, followed by Pr. Baker-Trinity’s loving and faith-
ful tenure, has helped the church to heal and to grow in Christ. And this has resulted in Beaver continuing to be the leader in 
social ministry in our entire area. The food pantry and the clothing closet help a huge number of people in need every year. 
The youth group is always searching for opportunities to serve others, and the church hosts our area’s Cub Scout Pack. I am 
proud of these aspects of Beaver’s congregational life, and so I say to you…simply keep on doing what you’re doing! Keep on 
being faithful and regular in worship. Continue to reach out to those in need. Stay the course on hosting important communi-
ty activities. Keep being the loving and welcoming people I have always known you to be! 
 And just as I have encouraged you, I urge you to do as St. Paul says, and “encourage one another.” I will not be with you 
every Sunday, so you must encourage one another and lift one another up. This ministry of encouragement is never more 
crucial than during a time of pastoral vacancy. It is easy to become discouraged, especially when the time between pastors is 
lengthy, as it was prior to Pr. Baker-Trinity’s call. You are living well together in Christ Jesus. Keep on doing so. Beaver is a 
fine congregation to which any pastor would be honored to be called. 
 I look forward to leading you in worship on Reformation Sunday, October 29th, and on every third Sunday following.  
Pax! 
          Pastor Matthew 
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I humbly thank you for allowing me to creatively ex-

press our joy to our Lord through music as your new 

organist and choir director.   

Most of you know I was raised in Beavertown and am 

the daughter of Barb and Clair Bowersox.  I began play-

ing piano when I was four years old and picked up the 

saxophone in fourth grade.  From then on I was in all of 

the musical groups, both instrumental and vocal during my time in the 

Midd-West School District.   

Following high school graduation, I attended Mansfield University and 

earned a Bachelor of Music Degree in Music Therapy.  Upon graduation, I 

worked in various facilities as a Board Certified Music Therapist over the 

next 20 plus years, living in New Castle PA, Ithaca, NY, and then back to 

Beavertown, finally settling in Troxelville.   

During that time I was blessed with two daughters, Alexis (Lexi) and 

Brianna (Bri) who were as engrossed in music as I was.  Soon after Bri was 

born, I had the opportunity to take organ lessons from Pastor Steve Mid-

dernacht and eventually inherited the organist position at Messiah Luther-

an Church in Troxelville.   

I have and continue to perform in both civic and professional music groups, including the Penn Central Wind 

Band and the Generoo Vocal Ensemble.  I also teach piano and vocal lessons.   

After my daughters’ high school careers were coming to an end, I felt it was time for me to decide what I want-

ed to do when I grew up.  As Lexi decided to get her degree in Music Education and Brianna ventured from Mans-

field to Empire Beauty School, it was then I was able to admit that in this area, I would never get a job as a full-

time music therapist, which led me to the most obvious option of going back to school to get my Master of Science 

degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling through Walden University, an all online degree program.   

I graduated in February 2016 and was fortunate to begin my career at Conewago Snyder, working as a drug 

and alcohol counselor for 10 months.  Deciding that it was no longer a good fit for me, I began working in Yeager-

town for UCBH, an outpatient branch of the Meadows, as an outpatient counselor.  I love variety in my life and I 

certainly am afforded that in my current position, seeing clients ranging in ages four years old and older, with a 

variety of diagnoses from autism to post traumatic stress disorder, to depression and anxiety.   

Having the opportunity to make music with you allows for me to acquire more of the much needed balance and 

creative musical outlet on which I thrive and always have.   

Michelle Bixler 

Welcome Michelle to the Organ Bench 

The Parish Choir has begun rehears-

als with Michelle Bixler as their direc-

tor. 

If you are interested in joining the 

choir, they meet Wednesdays at 7:00 

p.m. 

Come on Out! Join the Fun! 



 

3 

Fall Fest Is Here! 
 Let’s celebrate! Let’s cele-

brate the autumn season! Let’s cele-

brate the 500th anniversary of Mar-

tin Luther’s Reformation! 

 This year’s Fall Fest will be 

held Sunday, October 29, which is Reformation Sun-

day. We will begin immediately following worship 

with the Chili Cook-off. Those attending the event 

will taste each entry and vote for their favorites. 

 Following lunch, the hay wagon will begin its annu-
al trek around the area to view God’s artistry. Games 
will also be available. Come and enjoy a great day of 

celebration! Our neighbors at Messiah and Trinity 
have been invited to join us. 

 The St. Nicholas Choir will be 

making their debut on Reformation 

Sunday, October 29. They will be 

signing the Psalm. 

 The children are led by Renee 

Beaver and Leslie Feehrer. Rehears-

als are held each Sunday morning during the Sunday 

School hour, as well as a few minutes following wor-

ship. 

St. Nicholas Choir to Sing Oct. 29 

All Saints Sunday is November 5. On 

that Sunday we will remember in 

our prayers members of the congre-

gation who have died in the past 

year. We will also remember the 

saints who have been baptized in 

the past year as well. 

 A list is located by the Prayer Station for you to add 
your own Saints close to the hearts of Beaver Luther-
an Church. 

Remembering Our Saints 

FALL BACK 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks 

back one hour before you go to bed 
on Saturday, November 4. Of course, 
if you do forget, there is a Sunday 
School available for you! 

The Middle Creek Council of Churches 
will sponsor a community Thanksgiving 
service Sunday, November 19 beginning 
at 3:00 p.m. at Beaver Lutheran Church. 

Community Thanksgiving Service at BLC 

 Our 11th annual free Thanksgiving Meal 

will be held on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 

November 23 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 A sign-up sheet for food and helpers will 
be available soon. 

Thanksgiving Meal 

Our Supply List 
 The following is a list of our 

Supply Persons for the month of 

November. Please take time to wel-

come them while they are here. 

 November 5: the Rev. Dr. Thom-

as Martin. 

 November 12: Pastor Anna Ritter-Esborn. 

 November 19: Pastor Matthew Schuster. 

 November 26: Pastor Robert Logan. 

 As the calendar year ends, we are finding 

ourselves in need of persons willing to pur-

chase altar flowers. The Women of the ELCA 

have been purchasing flowers on those Sun-

days when no one else has signed up for 

which we are very grateful. Please consider helping 

out. The cost is $35 for the two beautiful arrange-

ments which you may take home. 

 Dates available for the remainder of the year are: 

 Nov. 12; and Dec. 3, 24 and 31. 

Open Dates for Altar Flowers 
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Beaver Lutheran Donates 87 Blankets! 
Every pew, and even the choir loft railing, was 

covered with blankets on Blanket Sunday, Oc-

tober 1. The Women of the ELCA throughout 

the country sponsor this event the first Sun-

day in October each year. Local blankets are 

taken to a distribution site within the synod 

and then sent to Lutheran World Relief where the blankets are 

shipped to places in need all over the globe. 

The congregation at Beaver Lutheran Church donated 89 blankets 

this year! Of that number, four were quilts and 15 were baby re-

ceiving blankets. Most of the 89 blankets were lovingly made by 

hand. 

The members of the Beaver Lutheran WELCA and the Social Min-

istries Committee would like to thank all those who donated. 

The Social Ministries Committee’s 

Giving Tree donations will be going to 

our Closet. The committee is requesting 

your help in preparing for the holiday 

giveaway and are looking for new or 

very gently used items and toys that can 

be given as gifts for Christmas. Items 

should be appropriate for infants to high 

school children. 

Donations are needed before the De-

cember 16th Closet. 

In addition, extra helpers are needed for the De-
cember Closet. Please see Isabel Zerby or Linda Sas-
saman if you are interested or have any questions. 

Helping Make Christmas Brighter 

Anniversary Items 
If you donated items to the 

church’s 50th anniversary celebra-

tion this spring, it is time to re-

trieve them. Items are located in 

the first Sunday School room. 

It’s Time to Clean 

Out Those Closets! 
The Closet is in need of clothing 
for all ages, infants through 
adults. If you haven’t done so in a 

while, now is the time to go 
through your closets and consid-
er donating to those who aren’t 
as fortunate. Please make sure 

your donations are gently used 
and free of stains. 
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We wish to express our deepest sympathies to Sara 
Mattern and family on the death of  her father, James 
A. Stover. Jim died October 12 at his home. Please 
keep the Mattern family in your prayers. 

In Sympathy … 
 

 

Selinsgrove Center Party 
Anyone wishing to participate 

in our annual Selinsgrove Cen-

ter Christmas Party is invited 

to attend. If you are interest-

ed, the date will be Sunday, 

December 10 at 3:00. Please 

see Dee Hockenberry for more 

information. 

It’s Time to Order Poinsettias! 

Deadline is November 19!! 

It is now time to place your or-

ders for poinsettias. Prices range 

from $5.95 for a 4-1/2 inch pot 

to $30 for an 8” pot, with your 

choice of red or white. Order 

forms are available in your week-

ly bulletins. Payment envelopes 

are located by the guest book in the narthex. Deadline 

is Sunday, November 19. 

As always, you are welcomed to bring in your own 
plant. Please stay with red or white and have your 
plant wrapped in foil. Mark the poinsettia with your 

name and notify the secretary. 

Buy a Book of Bargains 

from the Youth! 
The Youth Group is present-

ly selling Bon-Ton Commu-

nity Days coupon books. The 

books are $5 each and con-

tain several coupons for 

Community Days, November 

8-11, at any Bon-Ton store. 

You may go to the church 

Facebook page to find the post and follow the link to 

purchase one on-line, or see a member of the Youth 

Group. 

The entire $5 for each book sold goes to the Youth. 
Proceeds will benefit the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 
in Houston, Texas. 

Thank You! 

The Youth Group would like 

to thank those of you who 

purchased a Brown Bag 

Lunch. The group sold 79 ham 

and cheese sandwiches and 

49 turkey and cheese sand-

wiches, giving them a profit of just over $500! 

The lunch included a choice of sandwich, an apple, a 

bag of chips and two cookies for $5. 

Card of Thanks 
My family and I would like to express our deep appre-

ciation for the expressions of sympathy shown me 

during the illness and death of my father, Jim Stover. 

Words cannot express how touched I am by your car-

ing. God Bless each and every one of you.  

— Sara, Scott & Joe Mattern 
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Those celebrating birthdays during the month of November are: 

⧫Alexandria Beaver and Jaime Feehrer, Nov. 1. 

⧫Tamara Brouse, Nov. 2. 

⧫William Felker, Nov. 4. 

⧫Theodore Hetrick Jr. and Daniel Rigel Jr., Nov. 5. 

⧫Kaitlyn Narehood and George Saylor, Nov. 6. 

⧫Sherry Fegley, George Shirey and Gary Wray, Nov. 8. 

⧫Scott Mattern and MARTIN LUTHER, Nov. 10. 

⧫Carole Morgan, Nov. 11. 

⧫Warren Dutrow, Nov. 12. 

⧫Stacey Briggs, Nov. 14. 

⧫Gary Narehood, Nov. 15. 

⧫Angela Narehood, Nov. 16. 

⧫Sandra Kaufman, Nov. 17. 

⧫Matthew Fegley, Nov. 18. 

⧫Darren Krebs, Stephanie Plummer, Nov. 20. 

⧫Eric Stone, Nov. 21. 

⧫Margie Krebs and Faye Plummer, Nov. 24. 

⧫Steven Kalmey, Luke Zerby, Nov. 26. 

⧫Bradley Haines, Nov. 28. 

⧫Quinn Royer, Nov. 29. 

⧫Stephanie Thomas, Nov. 30. 

 

November wedding anniversaries are: 

⧫Timothy & Debra Benner, Nov. 1. 

⧫Jerre & Stephanie Thomas, Nov. 19. 

⧫Dave & Lisa Wagner, Nov. 23. 

⧫Leon & Loretta Bickhart, Nov. 29. 
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It’s a Boy! 
A son, named Carson Allen 

Hackenberg, was born to Maggie 

Etzler and Dustin Hackenberg of 

Mifflinburg at 8:49 a.m. on Tue-

day, October 3. Carson weighed 

7.35 pounds and was 19.5 inches 

long at birth. 

Proud grandparents are Jim and 

Deb Etzler of Beavertown; and 

great-grandparents are Isabel Zerby of Beavertown 

and Jim Etzler of Beavertown. 

Congratulations! 


